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FOREWORD

Thisforeword is meant to explain to the reader certain distinctive fea
tures of this complete English translation of the Jesuit Constitutions and
their complementary norms.

The annotated Constitutions and their norms are the expression of the
revised legislation particular to the Society of Jesus as areligious order in
the Church. In his preface to this volume, Very Reverend Peter-Hans
Kolvenbach, superior general of the Society of Jesus, states the reasons for
such arevision of the particular legislation of the Society of Jesus and the
way in which it has been accomplished. At the conclusion of the work of
revision mandated by the Thirty-fourth General Congregation, its results
were published in an official Latin version. That volume, in accord with
the decisions of the congregation, comprises two sections. First is present-
ed the “original Ignatian text” of the Constitutions of the Society along
with notes appended to it by authority of the congregation. Those notes
indicate which parts of the Constitutions general Church law or decisions
of general congregations of the Society have abrogated, modified, or clar-
ified over the course of time. The second section of the Latin text contains
the norms complementary to the Constitutions. They express both the
spirit of the Constitutions and the appropriate way in which those
Constitutions are to be lived out in the contemporary renewal of our life
and our apostolates. By decision of the congregation, these two parts of
our law were in the future to be published in one and the same volume,
“so that,” as Father Kolvenbach says, “the living internal unity that exists
between these two parts of our law might shine forth more clearly.”

As a help toward displaying that internal unity, this English transla-
tion in CD-ROM format places, sequentially, the texts of the ten parts of
the Constitutions and of the ten parts of the Complementary Norms cor-
responding to them. (So that the reader may more easily distinguish the
Constitutions from the Norms, the latter are set in a different typeface
from that used for the Constitutions, and are surrounded by a frame.) The
brief table of contents, beginning on page v, will provide a first compre-
hensive glimpse of how that has been accomplished.

For ease of reference, the text of the Constitutions includes the cus-
tomary sequentia paragraph numbers included within brackets ([ ]). The
text of the norms has its own such numbers, unbracketed, at the begin-
ning of paragraphs. Within the text of the Constitutions there are two sets
of superscript numbers. One such set of superscript numbers (this one
bracketed) always follows a sentence or clause and refers to the footnotes
at the bottom of that page. The other set of superscript numbers (unbrack-
eted) are “verse” numbers, placed at the beginning of sentences or at the
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viii The Constitutions and Norms

beginning of major clauses within a sentence. Over the last several years
these “verse” numbers have commonly been applied to similar sentences
and clauses in new editions of the works of Saint Ignatius and to new ver-
nacular trandlations. This allows the reader to refer to a particular placein
any one of the works using reference numbers identical in amost all other
editions or translations. Several examples of publications employing
these new verse numbers are Ecrits, a French collection of works of Saint
Ignatius;, The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius. A Translation and
Commentary, an American collection of such works; and An Ignatian
Concordance (Concordancia Ignatiana), published by the Spanish publishers
Mensajero/Sal Terrae in cooperation with the Institute of Jesuit Sources.
(See page 378 for examples of these two sets of numbers.)

The preparation of this English translation has been an example of
generous and wholehearted Jesuit collaboration. In this it imitates the
way in which the original documents came into being. The delegates to
the Thirty-first and Thirty-second General Congregations renewed the
Society’s law in accord with Vatican Il. Members of the Jesuit Curia in
Rome labored long and hard over many years to provide, in several pre-
liminary drafts of annotated Constitutions and Complementary Norms, a
formal structure for this renovation. Consultations with experts from
around the world were part of this process. Province congregations con-
vened before the Thirty-fourth General Congregation examined such
drafts in detail. The members themselves of the Thirty-fourth
Congregation in special commissions and in general sessions throughout
the time of the congregation carefully considered every portion of the
texts and their implications. After the final comprehensive vote on March
18, 1995, that formally put these texts into place in the life of the Society,
many members of the Curia once again labored with dedication over a
period of many monthsto prepare the definitive and official Latin text.

So, too, with this English-language volume. The basis for the English
text of the Constitutions is the translation by George E. Ganss, S.J, origi-
nally published in 1971. This has been corrected, revised, and updated in
the last several years, with aview to eventual publication, along with his
commentary and cross-references, in the Institute of Jesuit Sources’ two
volumes of collected writings of Saint Ignatius (currently in preparation).
A first-draft English translation of the Complementary Norms was pre-
pared by Carl J Moell, S.J, at that time resident in Rome serving as the
assistant procurator general of the Society. George Ganss, John McCarthy,
Martin O’Keefe, Martin Palmer, and Nicholas Pope, all members of the
Society of Jesus associated with the Institute of Jesuit Sources, then
entered into the lengthy and detailed preparation of this edition. They
worked at everything from translating the comprehensive Latin index to
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scrutinizing and revising with editorial acumen each page of the transla-
tions of both Constitutions and Norms; from verifying footnotes to hand-
crafting virtually every page of the camera-ready copy; from proofread-
ing the entire text to preparing for the worldwide distribution of copies of
this volume. As director of the Institute of Jesuit Sources, | wish publicly
to expressto them my gratitude and, | am sure, the gratitude of whoever
enjoys in this volume the results of their competence and generosity. It
only remains now, as Pedro de Ribadeneira said in the preface of the first
printed edition of the Constitutions, that all the members of the Society
find in these texts “the bonds that fasten and weld this whole body
together to be a dwelling for the heavenly Spirit and the grace of God,
which is the real life of any religious order,” so that “our name will be
matched by our lives and our profession made manifest in deed.”

John W. Padberg, S.J.

Director and General Editor
The Institute of Jesuit Sources

THE DATE 1558, AT THE BOTTOM EDGE OF THE SEAL OF THE SOCIETY OF
JESUS USED AS AN ILLUSTRATION ON THE COVER OF THIS BOOK, MARKS THE
YEAR IN WHICH THE FIRST GENERAL CONGREGATION WAS HELD. IT WAS THIS
CONGREGATION THAT OFFICIALLY APPROVED THE JESUIT CONSTITUTIONS.




PREFACE
of

Very Reverend Peter-Hans Kolvenbach,
Superior General of the Society of Jesus

1. General Congregation 33 (D. 6, 11, 2) mandated that when our own
law was being brought into conformity with the requirements of the new
universal law of the Church regarding religious institutes (namely, the
1983 Code of Canon Law for the Latin Church and the 1993 Code of
Canon Law of the Eastern Churches) we should see to it that the prepara-
tions for the complete revision of our own law, to be put into final form
by the next general congregation, should be made with appropriate stu-
dious effort. For the Society had for some time regarded such a revision
of our law as desirable; and studies for getting it ready had already been
undertaken some years prior to this at the urging and under the leader-
ship of Reverend Father Pedro Arrupe, although he himself was not able
to see these brought to a conclusion.

2. Such atrue and substantial renovation of its own law, required by
the decree Perfectae Caritatis of Vatican Council 11, and regulated by the
moto proprio Eccdesiae Sanctae of Paul VI, the Society, for its part, had actu-
ally completed by means of General Congregations 31 (1965-66) and 32
(1974-75), which thoroughly adapted the Society’s life and apostolate to
the new needs of the times, while at the same time retaining a genuine
fidelity to its proper character and original mission. None the less, the
Society had not yet been able to give aformal, normative structure to the
many decrees embodying this renovation and accommodation. And thus
the pressing need to undertake such atask without delay.

3. After lengthy deliberation on the part of the Superior General with
his consultors about the way for the Society to accomplish this revision
most effectively, the following conclusions emerged:

a. First of all, it seemed good to make every effort to see that the
Constitutions of &. Ignatius, an explication of the Formula of the Institute
of the Society of Jesus as approved by the supreme pontiffs Paul [11 (1540)
and Julius 111 (1550) and a privileged expression of the foundational spir-
itual and apostolic experience of the first companions, should occupy a
central and real place in our law and, through that law, should serve to
inspire and govern our entire present-day lives. Thusthey had to be
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Xii The Constitutions and Norms

purged of elements that were obsolete or had been formally abrogated,;
and it had to be determined which points in them had in the course of
time been modified or authentically interpreted. This was to be done,
however, with the help of notes that a general congregation authoritative-
ly appended to the original Ignatian text, without making any changesin
the latter. Thus it was hoped that the Constitutions could recover their
basic and fundamental inspirational and normative force for the life of the
Society, without turning out to be a document that was purely spiritual
and doctrinal, tied to ages past, and consequently out of tune with the
times.

b. Those things that in the course of time had been decreed by
subsequent general congregations and that seemed appropriate to retain
in a modern renewal of our life and apostolate as a genuine and real
expression of the spirit contained in the Constitutions should, once all
unnecessary or obsolete elements had been removed, be reformulated
and arranged according to the order of the Constitutions themselves, and
should bear a permanent relationship to those Constitutions, as their
“Complementary Norms,” approved by a general congregation and alter-
able only by such a congregation.

c. Finally, so that the living internal unity that exists between
these two parts of our law might shine forth more clearly and their ongo-
ing spiritual identity might be more obvious, the two were, in future, to
be published in one and the same volume.

The hope, surely, was that the Society could have available an instru-
ment that would be at once legal and spiritual in character, authentically
Ignatian, one that could help the Society “to proceed ever better in the
path of the divine service, according to the nature of our Institute.”

4. This manner of proceeding all the provincials discussed at their
congregation held in September 1990 at Loyola and approved by general
consent, since experts had already prepared a sort of first draft of the proj-
ect.

5. Consultation was then undertaken with experts from the world-
wide Society, nominated by the provincials, in regard to this first draft of
the schema. Their discussions generated very many suggestions, which
were made available to (and, indeed, provided considerable help to) those
who were preparing the new draft. This latter, completed at the beginning
of 1993, was sent to the provinces, so that their province congregations
could examine it and could send to the general congregation postulata, as
well as all manner of related suggestions about the project.

6. Nearly all the provinces scrutinized the schema in one way or other
and made known their thinking about it in a very positive fashion. They
called for the completion of arevision along the lines of the proposed
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schema (albeit appropriately revised), so that the general congregation
could approve it. Many provinces, however, at the same time, sent along
postulata and comments of great import and of great usefulness, which
contributed to the fact that a “Final Proposal,” written by a special com-
mission and incorporating clear improvements, could be offered for the
consideration of the general congregation.

7. The task of revising our own law deeply occupied General
Congregation 34. For, on the one hand, it reserved certain points of the
“Final Proposal” for itsown discussion and decision, those that seemed of
greater moment. On the other hand, each commission took on the part of
the “Final Proposal” that it wasto consider, along with the material relat-
ed to it. Finally, a special commission was set up and made aware of all
the suggestions that had occurred to everyone (commissions and individ-
uals alike); it prepared the text to be voted upon, and over the space of an
entire month proposed it to the congregation for a final vote piece by
piece. On March 18 the congregation took a final comprehensive vote,
with the greatest consensus and the greatest joy in the Spirit. It thus
brought to a happy conclusion work stretching out over several years, in
which, in diverse fashion, virtually the entire Society had taken part.

8. Most gladly, then, my dearest brothers, do | now present to you our
renewed Constitutions and their Complementary Norms, to be consid-
ered in your personal and communal prayer and to be observed in the
spirit in which they have been written. Thus, with the help of God, may
these, as Master Ignatius proposed, be “a certain path to him” in our
enthusiastic following out of our mission in the Church, as “servants of
the mission of Christ” under the leadership of the Roman Pontiff, for the
greater praise and glory of Christ and for the good, the salvation, and the
consolation of our fellow men and women, to whom we are sent in any
region of the world whatsoever.

Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J

Superior General of the Society of Jesus
Rome, September 27, 1995
On the 455th anniversary of the papal approval of the Society of Jesus



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION
OF THE CONSTITUTIONS

TO THE BRETHREN OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS

Dearly beloved in Christ,

Here" at last, beloved brothers in Christ Jesus, is what we have all
been so eagerly longing and praying for—our Society’s Constitutions
promulgated in their final form. Their appearance has been delayed
longer than we had wished, but the reasons for this were both compelling
and weighty; namely, that they might be drawn up with maturer deliber-
ation and with greater devotion and care and, by being subjected to more
prolonged trials, receive a form that would be more solid and enduring.

In the Apostolic See’s letters establishing and confirming the Society,
authorization had been granted to enact Constitutions on the understand-
ing that once enacted and approved by the Society they would automati-
cally be considered as approved and confirmed by the authority of the
Apostolic See.” The Society was at that time scattered over the world and
occupied with activities of great importance for faith and religion. Hence,
it quite rightly entrusted its originator and founder, our Father Ignatius
of holy memory, residing in Rome, with the task of writing and enacting
the Constitutions.

Carefully, wisely, and religiously did he undertake and carry out this
task that had been laid upon him, to the extent that he made it his chief
concern for a number of years. With many tears, ardent prayers, and
repeated Sacrifices of the Mass, he implored from the Lord the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit, so that by the latter’s inspiration and guidance he
might accomplish through divine assistance what was impossible
through human prudence. In this way, with immense toil he drew up
the Constitutions with all their parts and brought them to completion.

WThis preface, traditionally attributed to Father Pedro de Ribadeneira,
appeared in the first edition of the Constitutions; but it was omitted after that,
because, as Francesco Sacchini writes in his History of the Society of Jesus (Part 2,
book 2, no. 50 [p. 48]), some considered that nothing should be added to the
Constitutions except what Ignatius had written himself. But because a variety of
introductory or additional material had to be appended in later editions of the
Constitutions, there seems to be no objection now to restoring to its original place
this outstanding document, approved by the first fathers. The text is taken from
the 1863 Florentine edition of the Institute.

@ pPaul I, Inilunctum Nobis, March 14, 1544.

XV
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But our Father was a man of remarkable prudence and modesty. He
realized that customs differed throughout the world, and that not all
things were right for all places. He knew that, if the Society was to have
everywhere a single hue and form,” its Constitutions would have to bein
the greatest possible agreement with all the practices of the provinces
everywhere so as to enjoy permanent acceptance. Moreover, his estima-
tion of himself was not so high that he was willing to rely in a matter of
this magnitude exclusively upon his own way of proceeding or his own
opinion and judgment.

Accordingly, during the Jubilee Year of 1550, he showed the Consti-
tutions he had written to nearly all the surviving professed Fathers (who
had come to Rome), and solicited their criticisms. Taking all these com-
ments into account, along with various other points which had been
turned up by day-to-day experience, he finally sent the Constitutions to
Spain in 1553 for promulgation there. He also sent them to alimited num-
ber of other places, his intention being to test gradually how well the
Constitutions meshed with the customs of all the provinces, and thus
obtain the confirmation of experience for what had been originally estab-
lished by reason.

All this would have been more than enough to ensure a reverent
reception for the Constitutions. Nevertheless, in order to root them even
more deeply in our spirits, a final hand was put to them by the general
congregation last year, 1558, when the entire Society gathered in Rome to
elect a superior general to succeed our departed Father Ignatius. After sol-
emnization of the election, the Constitutions, which had been submitted
for examination to the judgment of the entire general congregation, were
received by it with great veneration and confirmed with unanimous
enthusiasm.

The text of the Constitutions approved at that time was a copy of the
autograph written by our Father Ignatius. Snce thiswasin Spanish, the
congregation commissioned the newly elected Father General, along
with several others judged competent for the task, to examine the Latin
version which had been prepared.” They compared it carefully with the
Spanish original. While not aiming at a word-for-word translation, their
concern for an exact rendering of the ideas was such that they decided,
especially in some passages, not to worry too much about idiomatic and
elegant Latinity, but rather, following the ancient and approved practice
of all the crafts, to try to express in our own special terminology the ele-
ments that are special to our order.

B See Examen, chap. 2, no. 6 [30].
“ See GC 2, dd. 78 and 79.
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In addition, His Lordship Paul 1V, by divine providence pope, sub-
mitted our Constitutions for examination to two most reverend cardinals,
who returned them to us untouched, with not a word changed.” Later,
His Holiness gave his apostolic blessing not just to the congregation there
present but to the entire body of the Society throughout the world, recon-
firming and establishing by his apostolic authority all the favors, privi-
leges, and indults granted us by his predecessors.t

In view of all this, beloved brothersin Christ, we have no hesitation
in presenting and publishing these Constitutions for your observance,
backed as they are by such extensive deliberation and consensus. By
authority of the most reverend vicar for Rome and of the master of the
Sacred Palace, who have been placed in charge of the printing of books by
the Supreme Pontiff, we present the Constitutions to you in printed form,
thus obviating both the tiresome labor of making numerous copies by
hand and the danger of errors creeping into such hand-copied texts. In
this way we can ensure that the Constitutions reach you with greater ease
and in amore correct form.

What need is there, brothers, for me to spur on and encourage men
like yourselves—already running of your own accord at full speed —to
the eager, perfect, and entire observance of these Constitutions? The grace
of our vocation itself and our God-given decision to lead a holy life ought
to be weighty motives—once we have grasped the character of our pro-
fession and embraced it with our whole hearts—for proceeding to bend
every effort and exertion towards fulfilling what we have received and
corresponding to the heavenly grace of our vocation.

This graceis set forth in the Formula of our Institute contained in the
letters of the Apostolic See. There, however, our vocation and Institute are
described in a global rather than detailed fashion. That is why it was
deemed necessary to frame Constitutions that would give a fuller and
more particularized treatment of various matters. These Constitutions
contain our Society’ssinews, our order’ssupporting walls, the bonds that

B These were Cardinals Giovanni Bernardinus Scotti, O.Theat., archbishop of
Trani, and Joannes Suavius Reomanus (See MHS, Nadal 2:14, 54, 58; Jeronimo
Nadal, Sholia, 271). According to Sacchini, these were “said to be added”:
Cardinal Michele Ghiglieri, O.P, who afterwards became Pope &. Pius V, and
Clement Dolera (Sacchini, History of the Society of Jesus, Part 2, book 1, no. 89).

[ This refers to the approbation given vivavoce by Paul 1V on duly 6, 1558, in
the presence of the fathers of the First General Congregation; in an account dating
back to that time, this approbation was expressed in these words: “. . . confirming
moreover and approving by Our apostolic authority whatever graces and privi-
leges, both spiritual and temporal, Our predecessors in the pontificate and We
Ourselves granted to you and your Society” (MHSl, Lainez 8, 667).
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fasten and weld this whole body together to be a dwelling for the heaven-
ly Spirit and the grace of God, which isthereal life of any religious order.

Here we shall find the pattern we are to imitate, the way we are to
pursue, the light we are to follow, the perfection towards which we are to
aspire. Here we shall find the mirror in which to inspect our own lives.
Beholding in the Constitutions the finished portrait of all virtue and per-
fection, each of us should do his best to present aliving expression of it in
his own holy manner of life.

Here each of us should eagerly seek out whatever appliesto hisown
formation and to the fulfillment of the duties of his particular state.

Here superiors ought to seek directives on how they should be an
example to others; how they should govern those under them with con-
scientiousness and concern; how they should test the novices, educate the
unlearned, strengthen the weak, and exercisethe robust—in sum, how by
their word and example they should lead all forward to perfection.

Here subjects should learn how to revere their superiors, loving them
as fathers, respecting them as teachers, obeying them eagerly, trusting
their advice, heeding their admonitions, and seeing in them Christ him-
self as the one who commands.

Here teachers should learn what disciplines to impart and what
methods to use, and also what exercises to employ in strengthening their
students’ minds and forming them in virtue no less than in letters.

Here scholastics should learn to know the purpose of their studies,
and how they should keep their work from overwhelming or cooling their
fervor of spirit by learning how to couple prayer with study, piety with
learning, heartfelt movement of the will with reflection in the mind.

What shall | say of our temporal coadjutors? Are they not also por-
trayed in the Constitutions—men of good conscience, peaceful, coopera-
tive, lovers of perfection and given to devotion, happy with Martha’s
part?

The spiritual coadjutors, for their part, should be eager for all virtue
as well as hardworking, steady, and afire with zeal for the salvation of
souls.

The professed, who stand first in order and rank, should also excel by
their example and heavenly manner of life. They should be like men
marked out for death, ready, at the slightest bidding of the Supreme
Pontiff and Vicar of Christ, to whom they have bound themselves by a
special vow, to set off joyfully to preach Christ anywhere on earth,
whether among pagans, Turks, or Indians, whether among believers or
unbelievers. They should hold it a great privilege—as indeed it is—to
pour out their blood, along with this momentary life, so that they might
rejoice forever in immortality.
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Finally, the Constitutions train us all for perfection, instructing usin
the weapons to be used in combatting our three fierce and raging adver-
saries. They teach us how to counter the lust of the flesh with chastity, the
lust of the eyes with poverty, and the pride of life with obedience. | shall
say nothing of our observance of chastity (in which we should imitate the
purity of the angels so far as our frailty allows), or of our observance of
poverty (which is so strict that neither churches nor professed houses may
acquire any rents, lands, or even perpetual endowments). As for obedi-
ence, however, by which we consecrate the chief and noblest part of our-
selves to God, our Constitutions require of usthat it be so prompt, eager,
perfect, and integral that we do not swerve even ahairsbreadth from our
superiors’ commands. In matters falling under obedience, not only must
our action be guided by the superior’scommand and our will by hiswill,
but even—something much more difficult—our understanding by his
understanding.

To sum up: men crucified to the world, and to whom the world itself
is crucified”—such would our Constitutions have us to be; new men, |
say, who have put off their affections to put on Christ;® dead to them-
selvesto live to justice; who, with S. Paul in labors, in watchings, in fast-
ings, in chastity, in knowledge, in long suffering, in sweetness, in the Holy
Spirit, in charity unfeigned, in the word of truth, show themselves min-
isters of God and by the armor of Justice on the right hand and, on the
left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report, by good suc-
cess finally and ill success, press forward with great stridesto their heav-
enly country. Thisisthe sum and aim of our institute.

And so | beseech you, brothersin the Lord, that we may walk in a
manner worthy of our vocation,™ and, in order to know that vocation,
may read and reread these Constitutions that have been bestowed upon
us by the gift of God. Let us study them day and night. Let us vie with
each other in learning them, pondering them, and keeping them. If we do
so, our name will be matched by our lives and our profession made man-
ifest in deed.

Farewell in Christ.

Rome, the house of the Society of Jesus, 1559

M See Gal. 6:14.
B See Eph. 4:24.
[ See 2 Cor. 6:5-8.
[ See Eph. 4:1.
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OF THE SOCIETY OF ESUS

Approved and Confirmed by
POPESPAUL Il AND JLIUSIHII

PAUL 111

Taken from the apostolic letter
Regimini militantis Ecclesiae, dated
September 27, 1540. As expressed
thereg the Formula describing the
Institute of Ignatius and his compan-
ions reads as follows:

1. "Whoever wishes to serve as a
soldier of God beneath the banner
of the cross in our Society, which
we desire to be designated by the
name of Jesus, and to serve the
Lord alone and his vicar on earth,
should keep in mind that once he
has made a solemn vow of perpet-
ual chastity he is a member of a
community founded chiefly for
this purpose: %o strive especially
for the progress of souls in
Christian life and doctrine and for
the propagation of the faith by the
ministry of the word, by spiritual
exercises and works of charity, and
specifically by the education of
children and unlettered personsin
Christianity. *He should further
take caret o keep always before his
eyes first God, and the nature of

JULIUSHII

Taken from the apostolic letter
Exposcit debitum, July 21, 1550:
“ ... A petition has been humbly sub-
mitted to us, begging us to confirm
the formula which now contains the
aforementioned Society’s Institute,
expressad more accuratdy and dearly
than before, because of the lessons
learned through experience and usage,
but in the same spirit. The content of
the formula folows, and it isthis”:

1 '‘Whoever desires to serve as a
soldier of God beneath the banner
of the cross in our Society, which
we desire to be designated by the
name of Jesus, and to serve the
Lord alone and the Church, his
spouse, under the Roman pontiff,
the vicar of Christ on earth,
should, after a solemn vow of per-
petual chastity, poverty, and obe-
dience, keep what follows in
mind. Heis a member of a Society
founded chiefly for this purpose:
?to strive especially for the defense
and propagation of the faith and
for the progress of souls in



4

this Institute which is his pathway
to God; and let him strive with all
his effort to achieve this end set
before him by God—*each one,
however, according to the grace
which the Holy Spirit has given to
him and according to the particu-
lar grade of his own vocation, lest
anyone should perhaps show zeal,
but a zeal which is not according
to knowledge.

Popes Paul 111 and dulius 111

Christian life and doctrine, by
means of public preaching, lec-
tures, and any other ministration
whatsoever of the word of God,
and further by means of the
Spiritual Exercises, the education
of children and unlettered persons
in Christianity, and the spiritual
consolation of Christ’s faithful
through hearing confessions and
administering the other sacra-
ments. *Moreover, he should show
himself ready to reconcile the
estranged, compassionately assist
and serve those who are in prisons
or hospitals, and indeed to per-
form any other works of charity,
according to what will seem expe-
dient for the glory of God and the
common good. Furthermore, he
should carry out all these works
altogether free of charge and with-
out accepting any salary for the
labor expended in all the afore-
mentioned activities™ “Still  fur-
ther, let any such person take
care, as long as hellives, first of all
to keep before his eyes God and
then the nature of this Institute
which is, so to speak, a pathway to
God; and then let him strive with
al his effort to achieve this end set
before him by God-—°each one,
however, according to the grace
which the Holy Spirit has given to
him and according to the particu-
lar grade of his own vocation.
W See [565], n. 17
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2 °The selection of each one’s
grade as well as the entire distri-
bution of employments shall be in
the power of the superior or
prelate who is to be elected by us,
so that the proper order necessary
in every well-organized communi-
ty may be preserved. °This superi-
or, with the advice of his associ-
ates, shall possess in the council,
where the majority of votes always
has the right to prevail, the author-
ity to establish constitutions lead-
ing to the achievement of this end
which we have set for ourselves.
In matters that are more serious
and lasting, the council should be
understood to be the greater part
of the whole Society which can
conveniently be summoned by the
superior; but in matters less
important and more temporary it
will be all those who happen to be
present in the place where our su-
perior will reside. ®All right to exe-
cute and command, however, will
be in the power of the superior.

5

2 ‘Consequently, lest anyone
should perhaps show zeal, but a
zeal which is not according to
knowledge, the decision about
each one’s grade and the selection
and entire distribution of employ-
ments will be in the power of the
superior general or prelate who at
any futuretimeisto be elected by
us, or in the power of those whom
this superior general may appoint
under himself with that authority,
in order that the proper order nec-
essary in every well-organized
community may be preserved.
This superior general, with the
advice of his associates, shall pos-
sess the authority to establish con-
stitutions leading to the achieve-
ment of this end which has been
proposed to us, with the majority
of votes always having the right to
prevail. He shall also have the
authority to explain officially
doubts which may arise in connec-
tion with our Institute as com-
prised within this Formula. *The
council, which must necessarily be
convoked to establish or change
the Constitutions and for other
matters of more than ordinary
importance, such asthe alienation
or dissolution of houses and col-
leges once erected,® should be
understood (according to the
explanation in our Constitutions)
to bethe greater part of theentire
professed Society)® which can be
summoned without grave incon-
venience by the superior general.
°In other matters of lesser impor-
tance, this same general aided by



3 'All the members should know
not only when they make their
first profession but daily, as long
asthey live, that this entire Society
and each one individually are
campaigning for God under [the
pope] and the other Roman
Pontiffs who will succeed him.
And although the Gospel teaches
us, we know from orthodox faith,
and we firmly profess that all the
faithful in Christ are subject to the
Roman Pontiff asto their head and
the vicar of Jesus Christ, still, for
the greater humility of our Society
and the perfect mortification of
each one of us and the abnegation

Popes Paul 111 and dulius 111

counsel from his brethren to the
extent that he will deem fitting
will have the full right personally
to order and command whatever
he judgesin the Lord to pertain to
the glory of God and the com-
mon good, as will be explained in
the Constitutions.

@ Abrogated by CN 390, 83, with the
approval of Pope John Paul Il in alet-
ter of June 10, 1995, sent by the
Secretariat of State. (This faculty is
now within the ordinary powers of the
superior general, to be exercised after
hearing the advice of his counsel and
the major superior of the region in
which the house and college is |ocated;
see CIC 616, §1).

B Abrogated by GC 34, d. 23 A,
no. 2,1°-2° (approved by Pope John
Paul 1, in a letter dated June 10, 1995,
and sent by the secretariat of State).

3 *All who make the profession in
this Society should bear in mind,
not only when they first make
their profession but as long as they
live, that this entire Society and the
individual members who make
their profession in it are cam-
paigning for God under faithful
obedience to His Holiness Pope
Paul Ill and his successors in the
Roman pontificate. 2And although
we are taught by the Gospel, and
we know from the orthodox faith,
and we firmly profess that all of
Christ’s faithful are subject to the
Roman pontiff as their head and as
the vicar of Jesus Christ, *for the
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of our own wills, we have judged
that it is of the greatest profit to us
to go beyond the ordinary obliga-
tions and bind ourselves by a spe-
cial vow, so that whatever the
present Roman Pontiff and others
to come will wish to command us
with regard to the progress of
souls and the propagation of the
faith, or wherever he may be
pleased to send us to any regions
whatsoever, we will obey at once,
without subterfuge or excuse, as
far asin us lies. We pledge to do
this whether he sends us among
the Turks or to other infidels, even
to the land they call India, or to
any heretics or schismatics, or to
any of the faithful.

4  “Therefore, those who will
come to us should, before they
take this burden upon their shoul-
ders, ponder long and seriously, as
the Lord has counseled, whether
they possess among their
resources enough spiritual capital
to complete this tower; °that is,
whether the Holy Spirit who
moves them is offering them so
much grace that with his aid they
have hope of bearing the weight of
this vocation. °Then, after they
have enlisted through the inspira-
tion of the Lord in this militia of

7

sake of greater devotion in obedi-
ence to the Apostolic See, of
greater abnegation of our own
wills, and of surer direction from
the Holy Spirit, we have neverthe-
less judged it to be supremely
profitable that each of us and any
others who will make the same
profession in the future should, in
addition to that ordinary bond of
the three vows, be bound by this
special vow to carry out whatever
the present and future Roman
pontiffs may order which pertains
to the progress of souls and the
propagation of the faith; and to go
at once, ‘without subterfuge or
excuse, asfar asin uslies, to what-
soever provinces they may choose
to send us—whether they decide
to send us among the Turks or any
other infidels, even those who live
in the regions called the Indies,
or among any heretics whatever,
or schismatics, or any of the faith-
ful.

4 *Therefore those who will come
to us should, before they take this
burden upon their shoulders,
ponder long and seriously, as the
Lord has counseled [Luke 14:30],
whether they possess among
their resources enough spiritual
capital to complete this tower;
fthat is, whether the Holy Spirit
who moves them is offering them
so much grace that with his aid
they have hope of bearing the
weight of this vocation. "Then,
after they have enlisted through
the inspiration of the Lord in
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Christ, they ought to be prompt in
carrying out this obligation which
is so great, being clad for battle
day and night.

5 'However, to forestall among us
any ambition for such missions or
provinces, or any refusal of them,
let each one promise never to carry
on negotiations with the Roman
pontiff about such missions direct-
ly or indirectly, but to leave al this
careto God and to hisvicar and to
the superior of the Society. ®This
superior, too, just like the rest,
shall also promise not to approach
the pontiff in one way or another
about being sent on some mission,
except with the advice of the
Society.

6 'All should likewise vow that in
all matters that concern the obser-
vance of this Rule they will obey
the superior of the Society. *The
superior, however, should issue
the commands which he knows to
be opportune for achieving the
end set before him by God and by
the Society. In his superiorship he
should be ever mindful of the
kindness, meekness, and charity
of Christ and of the pattern set by
Peter and Paul, *a norm which
both he and the council should
keep  constantly in  view.
Particularly let them hold in

Popes Paul 111 and dulius 111

this militia of Christ, they ought to
be prompt in carrying out this
obligation which is so great, being
clad for battle day and night [Eph.
6:14; 1 Peter 1:13].

5 ®*However, to forestall among us
any ambition of such missions or
provinces, or any refusal of them,
al our members should have this
understanding: They should not
either by themselves or through
someone else carry on negotia-
tions with the Roman pontiff
about such missions, but leave all
thiscareto God, and to the pope
himself as his vicar, and to the
superior general of the Society.
*Indeed, this general too, just like
the rest, should not treat with the
said pontiff about his being sent or
not, unless after advice from the
Society.

6 “All should likewise vow that in
all matters which pertain to the
observance of this Rule they will
be obedient to the one put in
charge of the Society. (He should
be the one best qualified for this
office and will be elected by a
majority of votes, as will be
explained in the Constitutions.)
“Moreover, he should possess all
the authority and power over the
Society which are useful for its
good administration, correction,
and government. He should
issue the commands which he
knows to be opportune for achiev-
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esteem the instruction of children
and the unlettered in the Christian
doctrine of the Ten Command-
ments and other similar elemen-
tary principles, whatever will
seem suitable to them in accor-
dance with the circumstances of
persons, places, and times. “For it
is very necessary that the superior
and the council watch this min-
istry with diligent attention, since
the edifice of faith cannot arise
among our fellowmen without a
foundation, and also since in our
own membersthere is danger that
as one becomes more learned he
may tend to decline this occupa-
tion, less prestigious at first-
glance, *although no other isin fact
more fruitful either for the edifica-
tion of the neighbor or for the exer-
cise by our own members of activ-
ities that combine both humility
and charity. Assuredly, too, both
because of the great value of good
order and for the sake of the con-
stant practice of humility (never
sufficiently praised), the subjects
should always be obliged to obey
the superior in all matters pertain-
ing to the Society’s Institute, and to
recognize and properly venerate
Christ as present in him.

7 'From experience we have
learned that a life removed as far
as possible from all contagion of
avarice and as like as possible to
evangelical poverty is more grati-
fying, more undefiled, and more
suitable for the edification of our
neighbors. We likewise know that

9

ing the end set before him by God
and the Society. In his superiorship
he should be ever mindful of the
kindness, meekness, and charity of
Christ and of the pattern set by
Peter and Paul, a norm which both
he and the af orementioned council
should keep constantly in view.
*Assuredly, too, because of the
immense value of good order and
for the sake of the constant prac-
tice of humility, never sufficiently
praised, the individual subjects
should not only be obliged to obey
the general in all matters pertain-
ing to the Society’s Institute but
also to recognize and properly
venerate Christ as present in him.

7 'From experience we have
learned that a life removed as far
as possible from all infection of
avarice and as like as possible to
evangelical poverty is more grati-
fying, more undefiled, and more
suitable for the edification of our
neighbors.We likewise know that
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our Lord Jesus Christ will supply
to his servants who are seeking
only the kingdom of God what is
necessary for food and clothing.
“Therefore one and all should vow
perpetual poverty, declaring that
they cannot, either individually or
in common, acquire any civil right
to any stable goods or to any
annually recurring produce or
fixed income for the sustenance or
use of the Society. Rather, let them
be content with only the use of
necessary things, when the owners
permit it, and to receive money
and the sale price of things given
them that they may buy what is
necessary for themselves.

8 °They may, however, set up a
college or colleges in universities
capable of having fixed revenues,
annuities, or possessions which
are to be applied to the uses and
needs of students. "The general or
the Society retains the full govern-
ment or superintendency over the
aforementioned colleges and stu-
dents; ®and this pertains to the
choice of the rectors or governors
and of the scholastics; the admis-
sion, dismissal, reception, and
exclusion of the same; the enact-
ment of statutes; the arrangement,
instruction, edification, and cor-

Popes Paul 111 and dulius 11

our Lord Jesus Christ will supply
to his servants who are seeking
only the kingdom of God what is
necessary for food and clothing.
“Therefore our members, one and
all, should vow perpetual poverty
in such a manner that nether the
professed, either as individuals or in
common, nor any house or church of
thers can acquire any civil right to
any annually recurring produce, fixed
revenues, or possessions or to the
retention of any stable goods” (except
those which are proper for their
own use and habitation); but they
should instead be content with
whatever is given them out of
charity for the necessities of life.

MSee [555], nn. 9 and 10; [557], nn.
11 and 13; [561], n. 14; [562], n. 15.

8. *However, since the houses
which the Lord will provide are to

be dedicated to labor in his vine-
yard and not to the pursuit of
scholastic studies; “and since, on
the other hand, it appears alto-
gether proper that workers should
be provided for that same vine-
yard from among the young men
who are inclined to piety and
capable of applying themselves to
learning, in order that they may be
akind of seminary for the Society,
including the professed Society;
*consequently, to provide facilities
for studies, the professed Society
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rection of the scholastics; the man-
ner of supplying them with food,
clothing, and all the other neces-
sary materials; and every other
kind of government, control, and
care. °All this should be managed
in such away that neither may the
students be able to abuse the
aforementioned goods nor may
the professed Society be able to
convert them to its own uses, but
may use them to provide for the
needs of the scholastics. *At
length, after their progressin spir-
it and learning has become mani-
fest and after sufficient testing,
they can be admitted into our
Society. *All those who are in holy
orders, even though they can
acquire no right to benefices and
fixed revenues, should nonethe-
less be obliged to recite the office
according to therite of the Church.
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should be capable of having col-
leges of scholastics wherever bene-
factors will be moved by their
devotion to build and endow
them. We now petition that as
soon as these colleges will have
been built and endowed (but not
from resources which it pertains to
the Holy See to apply), they may
be established through authoriza-
tion from the Holy See or consid-
ered to be so established. *These
colleges should be capable of hav-
ing fixed revenues, annuities, or
possessions which are to be
applied to the uses and needs of
the students. "The general or the
Society retains the full government
or superintendency over the afore-
mentioned colleges and students;
fand this pertains to the choice of
the rectors or governors and of the
scholastics; the admission, dis-
missal, reception, and exclusion of
the same; the enactment of
statutes; the arrangement, instruc-
tion, edification, and correction
of the scholastics; the manner of
supplying them with food, cloth-
ing, and all the other necessary
materials; and every other kind of
government, control, and care. *All
this should be managed in such a
way that neither may the students
be able to abuse the aforemen-
tioned goods nor may the pro-
fessed Society be able to convert
them to its own uses, but may use
them to provide for the needs of
the scholastics. *“These students,
moreover, should have such

intellectual ability and moral
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9 'These are the matters which we
have been able to explain about
our profession in a kind of sketch,
which we are now doing that by
this written document we may
give succinct information, both to
those who are asking us about our
Rule of Life and also to those who
will later on follow usif, God will-
ing, we shall ever have imitators
along this path. *By experience we
have learned that the path has
many and great difficulties con-
nected with it, so we have consid-
ered it appropriate to prescribe

Popes Paul 111 and dulius 111

character as to give solid hope
that they will be suitable for the
Society’s functions after their stud-
ies are completed, and that thus
at length, after their progress in
spirit and learning has become
manifest and after sufficient test-
ing, they can be admitted into our
Society. 'Since all the members
should be priests, they should be
obliged to recite the Divine Office
according to the ordinary rite of
the Church, but privately and not
in common or in choir. Also, in
what pertains to food, clothing,
and other external things, they
will follow the common and
approved usage of reputable
priests, so that if anything is sub-
tracted in this regard in accor-
dance with each one’s need or
desire of spiritual progress, it may
be offered, as will be fitting, out
of devotion and not obligation, as
areasonable service of the body to
God.

9 *These are the matters which we
were able to explain about our
profession in a kind of sketch,
through the good pleasure of our
previously mentioned sovereign
pontiff Paul and of the Apostolic
See. We have now done this, that
we may give succinct information,
both to those who ask us about
our plan of life and also to those
who will later follow us if, God
willing, we shall ever have imita-
tors along this path. “‘By experience
we have learned that the path has
many and great difficulties
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that no one should be received
into this Society who has not been
carefully tested and shown him-
self prudent in Christ and note-
worthy for either his learning or
the purity of his Christian life.
Only in this case should he be
admitted into the militia of Jesus
Christ. May Christ deign to be
favorable to these our tender
beginnings, to the glory of God the
Father, to whom alone be glory
and honor forever. Amen.
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connected with it. Consequently
we have judged it opportune to
decree that no one should be per-
mitted to pronounce his profes-
sionin this Society unless hislife
and doctrine have been probed by
long and exacting tests (as will be
explained in the Constitutions).
*For in all truth this Institute
requires men who are thoroughly
humble and prudent in Christ as
well as conspicuous in the integri-
ty of Christian life and learning.
*Moreover, some persons will be
admitted to become coadjutors
either for spiritual or temporal
concerns or to become scholastics.
After sufficient probations and the
time specified in the Constitutions,
these too should, for their greater
devotion and merit, pronounce
their vows. But their vows will not
be solemn “(except in the case of
some who with permission from
the superior general will be able to
make three solemn vows of this
kind because of their devotion and
personal worth). ®lnstead, they
will be vows by which these per-
sons are bound as long as the
superior general thinks that they
should be retained in the Society,
as will be explained more fully in
the Constitutions. But these coad-
jutors and scholastics too should
be admitted into this militia of
Jesus Christ only after they have
been diligently examined and
found suitable for that same end of
the Society. *And may Christ deign
to be favorable to these our tender
beginnings, to the glory of God the
Father, to whom alone be glory
and honor forever. Amen.



Faculty to Establish Constitutions and
the Approbations of the Institute in General and
of the Constitutionsin Particular

1. Paul Ill, in the apostolic letter Regimini militantis Ecclesiae of
September 27, 1540 (first approval of the Institute with the number of per-
sons restricted to sixty):

... granting to them nevertheless freely and licitly to establish
Constitutions which they agree among themselves to be in
accord with the purpose of this Society and for the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the good of the neighbor.

2. Paul Ill, in the apostolic letter Iniunctum Nobis of March 14, (1543)
1544 (faculty of admitting into the Society of Jesus any suitable persons
without restriction in number and of establishing Constitutions):

And We grant by a special favor of the Apostolic Authority the

permission to establish whatever particular Constitutions they
judge to be in accord with the purpose of this Society and for the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ and the good of the neighbor; to
change or modify both those Constitutions already established

and those to be established in the future, according to the

changed circumstances of time and place; or completely to

abandon them and to establish new ones, which after they have
been changed and modified or completely established anew are
by that fact to be considered confirmed by Apostolic Authority.

3. Paul I11, in the apostolic letter Exponi Nobis of June 5, 1546 (faculty
of admitting coadjutors who can also be promoted to sacred orders, and
so forth)

4. dlius 11, in the apostolic letter Exposit debitum of July 21, 1550
(another confirmation of the Institute and declaration of indults)

5. Gregory XlllI, in the apostolic letter Quanto fructuosius of February
1, (1582) 1583 (The Society of Jesus, its Institute, privileges, and
Constitutions are confirmed, and those who after the novitiate pronounce
three vows, even though simple, are declared to be truly and properly
religious.)

15



16 The Constitutions and Norms

6. Gregory Xlll, in the apostolic letter Ascendente Domino of May 25,
1584 (a new confirmation of the Institute of the Society of Jesus):

By a similar act and from our certain knowledge, and with the
fullness of the apostolic power, by this letter We approve
and confirm the praiseworthy Institute of the Society . . . and
also the Constitutions, statutes, and decrees of whatever
type, considering them as explicitly stated as if they were
inserted literally into the present document.

7. Paul V, in the apostolic letter Quantum rdigio of September 4, 1606
(confirmation of the Institute and privileges, and of the approval of the
Constitutions granted by Gregory X111 and Gregory X1V, along with a new
concession)

8. Clement XIllIl, in the apostolic letter Apostalicum pascendi of January
7, (1764) 1765 (constitution by which the Institute of the Society of Jesusis
once again confirmed)

9. Pius VII, in the apostolic letter Sdlicitudo omnium Ecdesiarum of
August 7, 1814 (The Society of Jesus is restored throughout the entire
world.)

10. Leo XIl11, in the apostolic letter Dolemus inter alia of July 13, 1886 (a
new confirmation of the Institute and privileges of the Society of Jesus)

11. Pius Xl, in the apostolic letter Paterna caritas of March 12, 1933 (a
new confirmation of the Institute and privileges of the Society of Jesus,
even after the new Code of Canon Law)

From certain knowledge and with awill favorable to the Society

of Jesus, We once again in virtue of our Apostolic Authority

sanction the confirmation of our predecessor Leo XlIlI of the

privileges and particular law of the same Society, insofar asit is
necessary; and We declare that the confirmation remains in full
force even after the new Code of Canon Law, with the exception

of those privileges that have been expressly revoked by the

same Code and have not subsequently been restored in any way

by Us.






Saint Ignatius of Loyda

THE CONSTITUTIONS OF

THE SOCIETY OF ESUS



Preliminary Remarks Concerning the Notes Added
to the Constitutions

1. Two kinds of notes are added to the text of the Constitutions:
some approved by the general congregation and others prepared by the
editors of this edition. The first kind is printed in bold black type and so
is clearly distinguished from all else; the other kind is printed in ordinary
type. Hence, it is apparent that only texts of the first kind are backed by
the authority of the general congregation and have a particular effect on
the text of the Constitutions. But notes of the second kind have been
added after due consideration only for the sake of clarity and conven-
ience.

2. In the notes possessing the authority of the general congregation,
the following terms are used:

Declaratum (clarified or explained) means that a particular place or
point of the Constitutions has later been authoritatively interpreted by a
general congregation and this interpretation must be regarded as author-
itative.

Obrogatum (modified or changed) means that a particular place
or point of the Constitutions has been modified by some disposition
either of the universal law of the Church or of some general congregation.

Abrogatum (abolished or abrogated) means that a particular
place or point of the Constitutions has lost its binding force because of
some contrary disposition or determination either of the universal law of
the Church or of some general congregation.

3. The text itself of the Constitutions is preserved unchanged.
However, as indicated above, those passages that have subsequently been
authoritatively clarified, modified, or abrogated are printed in boldface
type; moreover, passages that have been abrogated are enclosed in braces
({}) aswell.
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THE FIRST AND GENERAL EXAMEN






‘“THE FIRST AND GENERAL EXAMEN WHICH
SHOULD BE PROPOSED [A]
TOALL WHO ASK FORADMISSION INTO
THE SOCIETY OF ESUS

CHAPTER 1

‘THEINSTITUTE OF THE SOCIETY OF ESUS
AND THE DIVERSITY OF ITSMEMBERS

[1] °This least congregation, which at its earliest foundation was named
the Society of Jesus by the Holy See, “was first approved by Pope Paul 111,
of happy memory, in the year 1540. Later it was confirmed by the same
Holy Father in 1543 and by his successor Julius 111 in 1550. *On other occa
sionstoo it is mentioned in different briefs and apostolic letters granting
it various favors, after highly approving and confirming it.

[2] A.'This Examen is usualy proposed to al™ after they enter the house of
the first probation. ?Nevertheless, if in a particular case discretion should suggest
that another and more summary examen be propased, or that the present text be
handed out to be read without asking for replies about its contents, or if the
knowledge passessed  about some candidateis aready sufficient, it would nat be

The Examen is a document of an informative character, offering information
on the Society to its candidates. Hence, most of what is contained in the Examen
is later proposed as norms in the Constitutions, but is recorded here merdy as
information. But it does contain some points that are truly normative and are not
found later in the Constitutions.

Theefore by decree of General Congregation 34 notes are added to the
Examen that for the most part simply refer to the corresponding place in the
Constitutions or the Complementary Norms, and as such these “editorial notes”
arenct approved by the genera congregation. But there are ather notes, fewer in
number, added to normative points, that are not repested in the Constitutions;
these have been expressly approved by General Congregation 34 and as such are
added here. Asisthe case elsewhere in this book, these points are distinguished by
boldface type. But what is proposed in the Constitutions as abdlished is here
endosad in braces ({}) in thetext of the Examen. (ED.)

(See CN 26, 31.)
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24 Gengal Examen

necessary to examine him by means of this present text. *The examiner, however,
ought to discuss this with the superior and follow his opinion. ‘In most instances,
it is before the candidates enter the house that they will be examined about cer-
tain essential matters, especially those which bar admission.

[3] 2.'Theend of this Society isto devoteitself with God’s grace not only
to the salvation and perfection of the members’ own souls, *but also with
that same grace to labor strenuously in giving aid toward the salvation
and perfection of the souls of their neighbors.

[4] 3.'To achieve this end more effectively, the three vows of obedience,
poverty, and chastity are taken in the Society. 2Poverty is understood to
mean that the Society neither wishesnor is able to possess any fixed rev-
enues for its living expenses? or for any other purpose.? This holds
true not only for the individual members but also for the churches or
houses of the professed Society.” SNeither may the members accept any
stipend or alms for Masses, sermons, lectures, the administration of any
of the sacraments, or for any other pious function among those which the
Society may exercise in accordance with its institute (even though such
acceptance would be permissible for others). ‘Such stipends or alms are
customarily given in recompense for the ministries mentioned; but® the
Society’s members may not accept them from anyone other than God our
Lord; and it is purely for his service that they ought to do all things.®!

[5] 4.'Furthermore, although the Society owns colleges and houses of
probation [B] which have fixed revenues for the living expenses of the
scholastics before they enter into the professed Society or its houses, *nev-
ertheless, in conformity with the bull which is explained in the
Constitutions, these revenues may not be used for another purpose.
Neither the houses of the professed nor anyone of the professed or their
coadjutors may use these revenues for themselves."”

[6] B. 'These houses of probation are like branches of the colleges where those
who will later be placed in the colleges arerecdved and tested for atime

@ (See note 10 to [555].)

Bl (See CN 199, for apostolic institutes; 204, for the Society; 205, for provinces
and regions.)

“ (See note 9 to [555].)

Bl (See note 17 to [565].)

¥ (See CN 197; 205, 1°.)
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[7] 5. YIn addition to thethree vows mentioned, the professed Society
also makes an explicit vow to the present or future sovereign pontiff as
the vicar of Christ our Lord. Thisis avow to go anywhere His Holiness
will order, whether among the faithful or the infidels, 2without pleading
an excuse and without requesting any expenses for the journey, for the
sake of matters pertaining to the worship of God and the good of the
Christian religion.

[8] 6. 'In other respects, for sound reasons and with attention always
paid to the greater service of God, in regard to what is exterior the man-
ner of living is ordinary. It does not have any regular penances or auster-
ities which are to be practiced through obligation. 2But those may be taken
up which each one, with the superior’s approval, thinks likely to be more
helpful for his spiritual progress, as well as those which the superiors
have authority to impose upon the members for the same purpose.

[9] C. *Thisdecision will beleft within the superior’s power; and he may dde-
gate his authority to the confessor or other persons when he thinks this expedient.

[10] 7. *The personswho arereceived into this Society of Jesus, consid-
ered as a whole, are of four classes [D]"” in view of the end which the
Society pursues. But on the side of those who enter, all ought to be mem-
bers of the fourth class which will be described below.

[11] D. 'In addition to these four cdasses of members, some are accepted for
solemn profession of three vows, in conformity with the bull of Julius
.

[12] 8.'First, some are received to make the profession in the Society with
four solemn vows (as has been stated), after they have undergone the
required experiences and probations. *These members should possess
sufficient learning, asis explained later on in the Constitutions [518, 519],
and they should be tested at length in their life and habits, in conformity
with what such a vocation requires. *Also, all of them must be priests
before their profession.

M (See CN 6.)

8 (See note 17 to [520]; CN 6, &1, 3°.)

¥ (No one is now admitted to make profession immediately after he has
undergone the probations of the novitiate: see CN 6, §2; 119.)
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(23] 9. ‘The second class consists of those who are received to become
coadjutors™ in the service of God and to aid the Society in either spiritu-
al or temporal matters. 2After their experiments and probations these are
to take three ssimple vows of obedience, poverty, and chastity, without tak-
ing the fourth vow of obedience to the pope or any other solemn vow.
*They should be content with their grade, knowing that in the eyes of our
Creator and Lord those gain greater merit who with greater charity give
help and service to all persons through love of his Divine Majesty,
whether they serve in matters of greater moment or in others more lowly
and humble.

[14] 10. ‘The third class consists of those who are received to become
scholastics,™ since they seem to have the ability and other qualifications
suitable for studies. They are received so that after being educated they
may be able to enter the Society either as professed or as coadjutors, as
will be judged expedient. *To become approved as scholastics of the
Society, these too must undergo their experiments and probations and
then pronounce the same three simple vows of poverty, chastity, and obe-
dience, *along with a promise that they will enter the Society™ in one of
the two manners just mentioned (as will be seen later in the Constitutions
[537-41]), for the greater glory of God.

[15] 11. *The fourth class consists of those who are received indeter-
minately for whatever they will in time be found fit." The Society does
not yet determine for which of the aforementioned grades their talent is
best suited. *They in turn should enter as still indifferent with respect to
whichever of the previously mentioned grades the superior will think
best. In fact all, as far as they themselves are concerned, ought to enter
with a disposition of this kind, as has been said.

[16] 12. *Furthermore, before anyone is admitted to profession or is
required according to our institute to take the previously mentioned sim-
ple vows of a coadjutor or of a scholastic, he will have two complete
years of probation [E].™ ?Further still, to be admitted to either of the

9 (No oneis now admitted to take the vows of formed coadjutors immedi-
ately after he has undergone the probations of the novitiate: see CN 6, §2, 119.)

1 (Approved brothers are considered in the same way as approved scholas-
tics: see CN 6, 81, 2°.)

12 (See note 28 to [541]; CN 131, 8§2)

4 (See CN 6, 81, 1°.)

1 (Moreover one who is to take final vows must have spent at |east ten com-
plete yearsin the Society: see CN 119.)
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first two grades, the professed or the formed coadjutors, the scholastics
will have an additional year after the completion of their studies™ This
time may be prolonged when the superior thinks it advisable.

[17] E. *Although they have an appointed period of two years, those who desire
to take thar vows before the two years expire are not deprived of the freedom,
devation, spiritua prdfit, and merit which arefound in binding onesdf to Christ
our Lord. However, it is good that they not take these vows without the superi-
or’'spermission. 2Nor will they through taking them be admitted before the ordi-
nary time either as professed, or as formed coadjutors, or as approved scholastics.

[18] 13. ‘During this two-year period (in which no special habit of the
Society is received [F]), and before the time when they ought to bind
themselves by vows in the Society, “each one ought on several occasions
to see and ponder the bulls of the Institute of the Society, and the
Constitutions and rules which he must observe init [G]. *Thefirst timeis
when heisin the house of thefirst probation,”® where those desiring to
enter the Society are customarily received as guests for twelve or fifteen
days so that they may reflect more carefully upon their whole situation,
before they enter a house or college of the Society to live and associate
with the others[H]. “The second time is upon completing their six months
of experiments and probations. *The third is after another six months,
{and similarly afterwards until the one who isto become a professed at
the end of his studies makes his profession, and the one who is to
become a coadjutor takes his three vows},* and the one who isto be an
approved scholastic pronounces his three vows with his promise. °Thisis
done so that both sides may proceed with greater clarity and knowledge
in our Lord, and also that the more the subjects’ constancy has been test-
ed, the more stable and firm they may be in the divine service and in their
original vocation, for the glory and honor of his Divine Majesty.

[19] F. *Although thereis no specified hahit, it will beleft to thediscretion of the
one in charge of the house to decide whether he will allow the novices to go about
in the same clothes which they brought from the world or have them wear others;
‘or again, when the garments become worn, whether he will give to the novices
others more suitable for their own needs and for ther service of the house

9 (See note 8to [514].)

119 (See CN 31.)

1 Abolished by CC 34, as regards the reading of the bulls; this obligation
now applies only to the time of novitiate and of tertianship.
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[20] G. It will not be necessary for the novicesto see all of the Constitutions, but
only an extract showing what they need to observe, 2unless for special reasons the
superior may think that some person should be shown al of them.

[21] H. Thephrase “toliveand associate with the others” is used because at the
first entrance the candidates are kept apart from the rest for twelve or fifteen days,
or even as long as twenty, in the house of thefirst probation, as will be seen in
Part | of the Constitutions.

CHAPTER 2

'‘SOME CASESABOUT WHICH A CANDIDATE
TO THE SOCIETY SHOULD BE QUESTIONED [A]

[22] 12Among the cases about which all candidates ought for good rea-
sons to be questioned, thefirst isthis: Hasthe candidate separated him-
self from the bosom of Holy Church by denying the faith, or by falling
into errors against it %in such a way that he has been condemned for
some heretical proposition or declared suspect of one by public verdict
[B] “or by being excommunicated in infamy as a schismatic after he has
spurned the authority and guidance of our holy mother the Church?*

[23] A. *Although the cases which follow are impediments that exclude one
from the Society,™ it is not wise to propose them as such before the truth about
them has been brought to light; for someone desiring to enter might conceal the
truth if he knew that these are impediments, and so forth. Nevertheless, it is good
to inform the confessor so as to alert his conscience should he nat have replied
truthfully.

[24] B. It is evident that onewho has been suspected of an erroneous opinion on
a matter concerning the Cathdlic faith should not be admitted while such a sus-
picion lasts.

[25] 2.'Thesecond caseis that of ever having committed homicide® or
of having been publicly infamous because of enormous sins [C]."®

[ (See note 8 to [165]; CN 27, 28, 1°.)
[l (See note 7 to [164]; CN 27, 28.)

2 (See note 9 to [168]; CN 28, 2°))

21 (See note 10 to [168]; CN 28, 3°.)
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[26] C.Thisinfamy bars admission in the place whereit exists. But when one
fdl into the infamy in very distant places and has completdy brought himsdf
back to the divine service, the infamy will not exdude him from the Society. It
should, however, make the Society more cautious during the probation of such a
candidate.

[27] 3. 'The third case is that of having taken the habit of areligious
institute of friars or clerics, by living under obedience with them for a
time, whether profession was made or not; or the case of having been a
hermit® in monastic garb.

[28] 4. {Thefourth caseisthat of being under the bond of consummat-
ed matrimony™ or of legal servitude}.*

[29] 5.'Thefifth caseisthat of suffering from an illness from which the
judgment may become obscured and unsound, or that of having a
notable disposition to fall into such an illness.®

[30] 6.'These cases mentioned above are impediments of such a kind that
no person with any one of them may be received into the Society.” ?For,
in addition to other reasons, it appearsto usin our Lord that, because of
the ordinary and common weakness of many persons, those who hope to
enter the Society in order to be good and faithful sowersin the Lord’sfield
and to preach his divine word will be instruments the more apt for this
purpose, the less they are marked by the first and second defects.

*Smilarly, candidates with the third defect are not received. For it
appearsto usin our Lord that every good Christian ought to be stablein
his first vocation, above all when it is so holy, one in which he has aban-
doned all the world and dedicated himself completely to the greater serv-
ice and glory of his Creator and Lord.

‘Finally, we are convinced in his Divine Majesty that, in addition
to the greater edification of our neighbors, the more all the professed,
coadjutors, and scholastics are free from these impediments and the more

[ (See note 11to [171]; CN 28, 4°.)

I (See note 12 to [173].)

4 (See note 13to [173].)

I (See note 14 to [175]; CN 30.)

% (See notes 19to [23] and 7to [164]; CN 27, 28.)
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they are all of one color or likeness, so much the more will they be able to
be preserved in the Lord with the help of hisdivine grace.

*Neither is anyone received with the last two impediments. For the
fourth would be detrimental to the neighbor, unless the consent of the
wife or master is given and the other circumstances required by law are
observed. °The fifth, too, would be a notable detriment to the Society itself.

[31] 7. f one of these impediments is discovered in a candidate, he
should be interrogated no further and left as consoled in our Lord as is
possible [D]. 2f no such impediment is discovered, he should be exam-
ined further [E] in the following manner.

[32] D.'However, if some outstanding qualities are noticed in him, the examin-
er should inform the superior before sending him away.

[33] [E] *The order used in the examination is: first, to go through what is asked
of al the candidates; *second, what is asked especially of those who are learned;
third, what is asked especialy of those who are receved to become coadjutors;
*fourth, what is asked of thase who are received to become schalastics; “finally,
what is asked of those who are still indifferent. Moreover, what pertains to the per-
sonsistaken up first, and then what they must observe

CHAPTER 3

'SOME QUESTIONSTOWARD GAINING A BETTER
KNOWLEDGE OF THE CANDIDATE

[34] 1.2Certain things ought to be asked in order to know the candidates
better; and in reply to these questions they ought with sincerity to tell the
whole truth [A]. ®If some of the matters require secrecy, it will be kept to
the extent that reason demands and the one questioned requests. “Thus,
beginning with his name, he should be asked what heiis called, how old
heis, and where he was born.

[35] A.'Theobligation totdl thetruth in this examination should bind under
sin, {a sin reserved to the same person to whom the candidate was obliged
to reveal what he concealed, or to another who holds his place},'”®™ in

7 Abolished. (Regarding reservation of sins; in the present law, whether uni-
versal or proper to the Society, no sins are reserved.)
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order to avoid the deception® which could arise from the candidate’s failure
to open his mind sincerely to his superior. Such deception could also be the source
of inconveniences and notable harm for the entirerdigious institute

[36] 2.'Was the candidate born of alegitimate marriage or not? and if not,
what were the circumstances?

?Has he come from a family long Christian or one recently converted?

*Has any of his ancestors been accused or censured for errors against
our Christian religion? In what manner?

“Are his mother and father still alive? What are their names?°In what
circumstances are they? What is their occupation and manner of living?
Arethey in temporal need [B] or are they well enough off? In what man-
ner?

[37] B.'ftheparents arein present and extreme nead of the candidate’s aid, it
is evident that such a one should not be admitted. Rarely, however, do such neces-
sities occur.

[38] 3.'f at sometime adifficulty or doubt should arise in his mind either
about any debts® or asto whether heis obliged to help his parents or rel-
atives in some spiritual or corporal necessity or in another temporal need
of whatsoever kind by visiting them or helping in some other manner, s
he willing to relinquish his personal judgment and opinion and leave the
matter to the conscience or judgment of the Society or of his superior to
decide upon what he thinks to be just? And is the candidate willing to
abide by that decision?

[39] 4.'How many brothers and sisters has he, married and single?
What is their occupation and manner of living?

[40] 5.'Has he at any time given a promise of marriage, and in what man-
ner [C]?Has he had or does he have any child?

[41] C.*{If hegavethe promise by words immediately effective, by con-
summating the marriage},™ or by some equivalent procedure, *he would be
considered to have the fourth impediment. This forbids acceptance into the
Society for the one who has it, unless the conditions are present which are
required for amarried man to becomeardigious.

I (See note 17 to [185].)
[ (See notes 23 to [28] and 12 to [173].)
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[42] 6.'Hashe any debts®™ or civil obligations??lf so, how great are they
and of what kind?

[43] 7.'Has he learned any manual trade? Does he know how to read
and write? If he does, he should betested asto how hewritesand reads,
if thisisnot already known.*

[44] 8.'Has he had or does he have any illnesses, concealed or manifest,
and what is their nature? ?Especially, he should be asked whether he has
any stomach trouble or headaches or trouble from any other congenital
impediment or defect in some part of his body. This should be not only
asked but subjected to examination so far as possible.

[45] 9.'Hashereceived any sacred orders?™ |s he under obligation from
vows to make a pilgrimage or to do something else?

[46] 10.*'What has been his manner or inclination, from his early years up
to the present, in matters regarding the welfare of his conscience? #First,
in regard to prayer, how often has he been accustomed to pray during the
day and the night, at what hour, with what bodily posture, what prayers,
and with what devotion or spiritual experience?

*How has he conducted himself in regard to attendance at Mass, other
divine services and sermons? “In regard to good reading and good con-
versations? °In regard to the meditation or pondering of spiritual things?

[47] 11.*He should be asked whether he has held or holds any opinions
or ideas different from those which are commonly held in the Church and
among the teachers whom she has approved; and whether he iswilling,
if at some time he should hold any, to defer to what may be determined
in the Society as to what ought to be held about such matters.

[48] 12.*'He should be asked whether in regard to any scruples or spiritu-
al difficulties whatsoever, or in regard to whatsoever other difficulties
which he has or in time may have, he will let his case be judged by others
in the Society who are learned and virtuous persons [D], and whether he
will follow their opinion.

1 (See notes 29 to [38] and 17 to [185].)

#% (As amatter of fact, a higher degree of education is now required even for
brothers; for scholastics see also CN 86.)

I (See CIC 644: “Superiors are not to admit to the novitiate secular clerics if
their proper ordinary has not been consulted . . .”; CCEO 452, §1.)
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[49] D. *The choice of these persons to whom the onein such difficulties should
entrust himsdf will bdong to the superior, when the subject is content with that
choice Or the subject himsdf may choose them with the superior’s approval. ?If
in a given case and for a good reason the superior should think that God our Lord
will be better served and the one with the difficulties more hd ped by having one
or several of those who are to judge the difficulties come from outside the Society,
this can be permitted. *But the choice of such persons, or at least ther approval,
should bel€ft tothe superior, as has been said.

“If thedifficulties touch on the superior’s own person, thechoice or aforemen-
tioned approval will bdong to the consultors. *However, no one bdow the gener-
a or the provincial, even though heis arector of a colege or a superior of some
house, may without permission from one of these place such difficulties concern-
ing his person, or alow them to be placed, within the arbitration of others from
outsidethe Socidty.

[50] 13.%s he determined to abandon the world and to follow the coun-
sels of Christ our Lord?2About how much time has elapsed since he made
this general decision to abandon the world? *After making this decision,
has he wavered in it, and to what extent? ‘About how much time has
elapsed since his desires to leave the world and follow the counsels of
Christ our Lord began to come? What were the signs or motives through
which they came?

[51] 14.'Does he have a deliberate determination in the Lord to live and
die with and in this Society of Jesus our Creator and Lord? And since
when? 2Where and through whom was he first moved to this?

°If he says that he was not moved by any member of the Society,
the examiner should proceed. “If the candidate says that he was so moved
(and it is granted that one could licitly and meritoriously move him thus),
it would seem to be more conducive to his spiritual progressto give him
a period of some time, in order that, by reflecting on the matter, he may
commend himself completely to his Creator and Lord asif no member of
the Society had moved him, °so that he may be able to proceed with
greater spiritual energies for the greater service and glory of the Divine

Magjesty.

[52] 15. If, after thus reflecting about the matter, he feels and judges that
it is highly expedient for him to enter this Society for the greater praise
and glory of God our Lord, and the better saving and perfecting of his
own soul by helping his neighbors’'s soulsaswell, and if he requests to be
admitted in our Lord into this Society with us, then the examination may
be carried forward.
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CHAPTER 4

'‘SOME OBSERVANCESWITHIN THE SOCIETY WHICH ARE
MORE IMPORTANT FORTHE CANDIDATESTO KNOW

[53] 1.2They should be told that the intention of the first men who joined
themselves together in this Society was that those received into it should
be persons already detached from the world and determined to serve God
totally, whether in one religious institute or another. *Accordingly, all
those who seek admission into the Society ought, before they begin to
live under obediencein any house or college belonging toit, to distrib-
ute all thetemporal goodsthey might have and renounce® and dispose
of those they might expect to receive. “This should be done first of all in
regard to matters of debt and obligation if there are any (and in that case
provision should be made as soon as possible); if there are none, they
should make the distribution in favor of pious and holy causes, according
tothewords, “He scatters abroad, he givesto the poor” [Ps. 111:9; 2 Cor.
9:9],—®and according to those of Christ, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell
what you have, and give to the poor; . . . then come, follow me” [Matt.
19:21], sthus making the distribution according to their own devotion and
removing from themselves all hope of ever possessing those goods at any
time.

[54] 2. f for some good reasons a candidate does not abandon those
goods immediately, he will promise to give them all up, as was stated,
with promptitude after oneyear from his entrance has elapsed at what-
soever time during the remainder of the period of probation the supe-
rior will give him the order.®™2When this period has passed, the pro-
fessed before their profession, and the coadjutors before their three pub-
licvows, must relinquish them in fact and distribute them to the poor, as
was stated. *Thisis done to follow more perfectly the evangelical counsel,
which does not say “give to your relatives,” but “to the poor”; “and also
to give to all a better example of divesting oneself of disordered love of
relatives, to avoid the disadvantage of a disordered distribution which
proceeds from the aforementioned love, *and, by closing the door on
recourse to parents and relatives and profitless remembrance of them, to
help them persevere in their vocation with greater firmness and stability.

B4 (See note 5to [254]; CN 32.)
% (See preceding note.)
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[55] 3.*'However, if there should be doubt whether it would be more per-
fect to make the gift or renunciation of these goods in favor of the relatives
rather than others, because of their equal or greater need and other just
considerations, %even so, since there is danger that flesh and blood may
draw candidates to err in such ajudgment, they must be content to leave
this matter in the hands of one, two, or three persons of exemplary life
and learning (such as each one may choose with the superior’s approval
[A]), *and to acquiesce in what these persons decide to be more perfect
and conducive to the greater glory of Christ our Lord.

“Consequently, the candidate should be asked if he is willing to dis-
pose of his goodsimmediately (in the manner which has been stated), or
if he is content to be ready to make that distribution when the superior
will order it after the first year has passed.

[56] A. *This should beinterpreted to mean persons inside the Society, unless
the superior for ajust reason thinks that some of them should be externs.

[57] 4. *The candidates should be informed that no one after entering the
house may keep money in his own possession or in that of a friend out-
side the house in the same region, *but rather that they should distribute
this money for pious works or give it for keeping to the one in the house
who has this charge. This person will note down all that each one brings,
in case it may be necessary on some occasion to have this knowledge [B].

*Accordingly, the candidates should be asked whether, if they have
any money, they will be content to dispose of it in the manner just stated.

[58] B.'f it happensthat a candidate is dismissed and he has given something
tothe Society, it ought to bereturned to him, in conformity with the dedaration
in Part I, Chapter 3 [224].

[59] 5. Uf the candidates are ecclesiastics, they should likewise be
informed that, once they have been incorporated into the Society as pro-
fessed or as coadjutors, they may not retain any benefices;* 2also, that
during the time of probation, after itsfirst year, as was stated above, they
must dispose of them according to their own devotion whenever it shall
seem good to the superior, *resigning them to the one who conferred
them, or giving them to pious works to worthy persons for whom they
will be instrumentsin the service of God. “If the person should

B (See CN 32, 84. There are in the Church hardly any benefices properly so
called since the enactment of CIC 1272.)
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think that he ought to give them to relatives, this should not be done
unless oneg, two, or three persons, as was stated above, judge this to be
more expedient and a greater service to God our Lord.

[60] 6.'Since communications from friends or relatives, whether oral or
written, generally tend to disturb rather than help those who attend to the
spiritual life, especially in the beginning, the candidates should be asked
whether they will be content not to converse with such persons® {and
not to receive or write letters, unless on some occasions the superior
judges otherwise; *also whether during the whole time they stay in the
house they will be willing to have all their letters seen},®™ both those
written to them and those which they send, leaving to the one charged
with this matter the care of delivering or not delivering them as he will
judge to be more expedient in our Lord.

[61] 7.'Everyone who enters the Society, following the counsel of Christ
that “everyone who has given up father” and so forth [Matt. 19:29], must
make up his mind to leave his father, mother, brothers, sisters, and what-
ever he had in the world. 2Even more, he should take as made to himself
the statement “If anyone comes to me without hating his father, mother,
and even hisown life, he cannot be my disciple” [Luke 14:26].

*Consequently he should take care to put aside all merely natural
affection for hisrelatives and convert it into spiritual [C], by loving them
only with that love which rightly ordered charity requires. He should be
as one who is dead to the world and to self-love and who lives only for
Christ our Lord, while having him in place of parents, brothers, and all
things.

[62] C.'Sothat themanner of speaking may assist that of thinking, it isahdy
counsel to adopt the practice {of saying not that they have but that they did
have parents or brothers and sisters},™ and so forth, thus indicating that they
do not have what they forsook in order to have Christ in place of all things.
However, this ought to be observed more by those who arein greater danger of
somedisorder in natural love, as novices might often be

[63] 8. 'For the sake of his greater progress in the spiritual life, and espe-
cially for his greater lowliness and humility, he should be asked whether

7 (See note 1 to [244].)

8 (See note 3 to [246].)

& Abolished by GC 34. (According to the letter of the law, because this way
of speaking is completely obsolete; but the underlying spirit is very important.)
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he will be willing to have all his errors and defects, and anything else
which will be noticed or known about him, manifested to his superiors by
anyone who knowsthem outside of confession; 2and further, whether he
along with all the others will be willing to aid in correcting and being
corrected, and to manifest one another with due love and charity, in
order to help one another morein the spiritual life, especially when this
will be requested of him by the superior who has charge of them for the
greater glory of God.[*

[64] 9. 'Furthermore, before he enters the house or college, or after his
entrance, six principal testing experiences™ are required, in addition to
many others which will be treated in part later. "When the superior
approves, these experiences may be advanced, postponed, adapted, and
in some case replaced by others, according to persons, times, and places,
with their contingencies.

[65] 10. ‘Thefirst experience consists in making the Spiritual Exercises
for one month,“@ alittle more or less; that isto say, in the person’s exam-
ining his conscience, thinking over hiswhole past life and making a gen-
eral confession, 2meditating upon his sins, contemplating the events and
mysteries of the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ our Lord,
*exercising himself in praying vocally and mentally, according to the
capacity of the persons, as he will beinstructed in our Lord, and so on.

[66] 11.'The second experienceisto serve for another month in hospitals
or one of them. The candidates take their meals and sleep in it or in them,
or serve for one or several hours during the day, according to the times,
places, and persons. *They should help and serve all, the sick and the well,
in conformity with the directions they receive, in order to lower and hum-
ble themselves more, *thus giving clear proof of themselves to the effect
that they are completely giving up the world with its pomps and vanities,
so that in everything they may serve their Creator and Lord, crucified for
them.

[67] 12. ‘The third experience is to spend another month in making
a pilgrimage without money, but begging from door to door at times, for
the love of God our Lord, in order to grow accustomed to discomfort in

“I Clarified by an authenticinterpretation in CN 235.
“0 Clarified by CN 46.
I (See CN 46, 82.)
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food and lodging. *Thus too the candidate, through abandoning all the
reliance which he could have in money or other created things, may with
genuine faith and intense love place his reliance entirely in his Creator
and Lord. *Or both of these months may be spent in one or more hospi-
tals, or both in making a pilgrimage, as may seem better to the candidate’s
superior.

[68] 13.'Thefourth experience consistsin the candidate’s employing him-
self, after entrance into the house, with all diligence and care in various
low and humble offices, while giving a good example of himself in all of
them.

[69] 14.'The fifth experience is that of explaining the Christian doctrine
or apart of it in public to boys and other simple persons, or of teaching it
to individuals, as opportunity offers and what seems in our Lord more
profitable and suitable to the persons.

[70] 15.'In asixth experience the candidate, who now has been tested and
found edifying, will proceed further by preaching or hearing confessions,
or in both together, in accordance with the times, places, and capacity of
each.

[71] 16. 'Before they enter the second year of their probation, which is
made in the houses or colleges,*@ all must spend six months in undergo-
ing the six experiences just mentioned and six additional months in dif-
ferent ones. These experiences may be gone through in whole or in part
throughout the entire previously stated time of a candidate’s probation;
the sequence may vary in accordance with what is found expedient in our
Lord.

°In the case of the scholastics, the experiences may be undergone
during their studies or after their completion,* according to persons,
places, and times. “But this must be observed in its entirety: Before the
professed make their profession, and before the formed coadjutors take
their three public though not solemn vows, two years of experiences and
probations must be completed. °I n the case of the scholastics, when their
studies have been finished, in addition to the time of probation required
to become an approved scholastic, before one of them makes profession
or isadmitted as a formed coadjutor, a further third year must be

“3I M odified by CIC 647-48 and CCEO 456, §1. (In regard to the house where
the canonical novitiate must be made and in regard to the time of living in it for
the canonical validity of the same; see also CN 42.)

1“4 (See CN 46, 81.)
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spent™ ¢in passing through various probations, especially those tests
mentioned above [64] if he did not make them previously, and through
some of them even if he did make them, for the greater glory of God.

[72] 17.'During the time of these experiences and probations, no one
ought to say that heisa member of the Society.® ?Rather, when occasion
arises, one who on the side of the Society has been examined to become a
professed (even though on his own side he entered as a candidate still
indifferent) ought to say that he is undergoing the probationary experi-
ences while desiring to be admitted into the Society in whatsoever man-
ner it may desireto make use of him for God’s glory. ®If he has been exam-
ined to become a coadjutor, he should say that he is going through the
testing experiences while desiring to be received into the Society as a
coadjutor. “The same method of replying is meant for the scholastics and
the others who have been examined as candidates still indifferent, in con-
formity with the particular examen which each of them undergoes.

[73] 18.'In regard to these probationary experiences, what follows should
be diligently observed. ?That is to say, when someone has completed the
first experience, the Exercises, the one who gave them should inform the
superior of what he thinks of the exercitant in regard to the end which the
Society seeks.

[74] 19.'When he has finished the second experience, that of serving in
hospitals, he should bring back the testimony of the directors or of the one
who has charge of those who serve in that hospital, about the good exam-
ple he gave.

[75] 20.*When he has completed the third experience, the pilgrimage, he
should bring from the farthest place he reached, or somewhere near it,
testimony from one or several dependable persons that he arrived there
while pursuing his devotion and without a complaint from anyone.

[76] 21. *After the fourth experience, that of his doing humble choresin
the house, histestimony will be the edification which he gave to all those
in that house.

[77] 22.*After the fifth experience, his teaching Christian doctrine, and
the sixth, that of preaching or hearing confessions, his testimony about

I (See note 15 to [16].)
1 (But see Examenc. 1, no. 7[10], P. V, c. 1, A [511] and CN 6.)
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both, if he lives in the house, will be that coming from its members and
the edification received by the people where the house is. Af his preach-
ing and hearing of confessions was in other places outside that town and
house, he should bring testimony from those places where he stayed for
some time or from public persons (with much account made of all those
who are ordinaries) *who can establish full assurance that he has sown
God’sword and performed the office of confessor while employing sound
doctrine and good practices and without offending anyone.

[78] 23.'n addition to these testimonials, the Society can also, as far as it
deems expedient, gather other reports for its greater satisfaction, to the
glory of God our Lord.

[79] 24.'When such testimonials about the experiences are not brought,
the reason ought to be investigated with great diligence, *by effort to learn
the truth about the entire matter, so that better provision may be madein
regard to everything that is helpful to serve his Divine Goodness better,
through the help of hisdivine grace.

[80] 25.'Likewise, after anyoneisin the house he should not go out of it
without permission. 20ne who isnot a priest should confess and receive
the most Holy Sacrament every eighth day, unless the confessor thinks
he has an impediment to Communion. *One who is a priest will confess
at least every eighth day and will celebrate Mass more frequently.*? He
will also observe any other ordinances or constitutions of the house,
according to what will be indicated to him in itsrules.

*All the member s of the house should apply themselvesto lear ning
Christian doctrine.” Those whom the superior thinks should preach
should do so; *but among these there should be no one of those who were
admitted to become temporal coadjutors.

[81] 26.f heis pleased to remain in the Society, hisfood, drink, clothing,
shoes, and lodging will be what is characteristic of the poor; and he
should persuade himself that it will be what isworst in the house, for his
greater abnegation and spiritual progress and to arrive at a certain equal-
ity and common norm among all. *For where the Society’s first members
have passed through these necessities and greater bodily wants, the oth-
erswho come to it should endeavor, as far as they can, to reach the same
point as the earlier ones, or to go farther in the Lord.

47 (See notes 6 to [261], 5to [342], 7 to [343], 22 to [584].)
1“4 (See CN 48, 81.)
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[82] 27.'Likewise, in addition to the other pilgrimages and probations
explained above, the professed before making their profession, the coad-
jutors before taking their vows, Zand (when the superior thinks it wise) the
scholastics before becoming approved and pronouncing their vows with
the promise mentioned above, *should engage in door-to-door begging
for the love of God our Lord™ for a period of three days at the times
assigned to them, thus imitating the Society’s earliest members. “The pur-
pose is that, going against the common manner of human thinking, they
may be able in God’s service and praise to humble themselves more and
make greater spiritual progress, giving glory to his Divine Majesty.
*Another purpose is to enable them to be more disposed to practice beg-
ging when they are so commanded, or find it expedient or necessary
‘when they are traveling through various parts of the world, according to
what the supreme vicar of Christ our Lord may order or assign to them;
or, in his place, the one who happens to be superior of the Society. ‘For our
profession requires that we be prepared and very much ready for what-
ever is enjoined upon us in our Lord and at whatsoever time, ®without
asking for or expecting any reward in this present and transitory life, but
hoping always for that life which lasts for all eternity, through God’s
supreme mercy.

[83] 28. 'But to come down to details, during the tests of humility and
abnegation of oneself through the performance of lowly and humble
tasks, such as working in the kitchen, cleaning the house, and all the rest
of these services, “one should take on more promptly those that offend his
sensibilities more, if he has been ordered to do them.

[84] 29.*'When someone goes to the kitchen to do the cooking or to help
him who is doing it, with great humility he must obey the cook in all
things pertaining to his office, by showing him always complete obedi-
ence. For if he should not do this, neither, it seems, would he show obedi-
ence to any other superior, *since genuine obedience considers, not the
person to whom it is offered, but Him for whose sake it is offered; and if
it is exercised for the sake of our Creator and Lord alone, then it is the
very Lord of everyone who is obeyed. *In no manner, therefore, ought one
to consider whether it is the cook of the house who gives the order or its
superior, or one person rather than another. *For, to consider the matter
with sound understanding, obedience is not shown either to these per-
sons or for their sake, but to God alone and only for the sake of God our
Creator and Lord.

“I' M odified by CN 128, 5°. (They are to spend some time in ministries among
the poor and marginalized.)



42 Gengal Examen

[85] 30.'Thereforeit is better that the cook should not request his helper
to do this or that, but that he should modestly command him by saying,
“Do this” or “Do that” [D]. *For if he requests him, he will seem to be
speaking rather as man to man; and it does not seem right and proper for
alay cook to request a priest to clean the pots and do other similar tasks.
*But by commanding him or saying, “Do this” or “Do that,” he will show
more clearly that he is speaking as Christ to man, since he is commanding
in His place. “Thus the person who obeys ought to consider and heed the
order which comes from the cook, or from another who is his superior, as
if it were coming from Christ our Lord, so that he may be entirely pleas-
ing to his Divine M ajesty.

[86] D.'To request and to command, each is good. Nevertheless, at the beginning
oneis aided more by beng commanded than by beng requested.

[87] 31.'This same attitude applies to the other lowly duties when some-
oneis helping in them, %and likewise in the same manner to the subordi-
nate officials [E] who, receiving their authority from the superior, govern
the house.

[88] E.*Such, customarily, are the minister, the subminister, or other equivalent
officials in colleges.

[89] 32. 'In time of illness one ought to observe obedience with great
integrity not only toward his spiritual superiors that they may direct his
soul, but also and with equal humility toward the physicians and infir-
marians that they may care for his body; *for the former work for his com-
plete spiritual welfare and the latter for that which is corporal.
*Furthermore, the one who is sick should, by showing his great humility
and patience, try to give no less edification in time of illness to those who
visit him and converse and deal with him than he does in time of full
health, for the greater glory of God.

[90] 33.*For the surer achievement of everything hitherto stated and for
the candidate’s own greater spiritual progress, he should be asked
whether he iswilling to be entirely obedient in everything which has been
stated and explained here, 2and to perform and fulfill all the penances
which will beimposed on him for his errors and negligences, or for one
thing or another.

[91] 34.'After pondering the matter in our Lord, we consider it to be of
great and even extraordinary importancein hisDivine M ajesty that the
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superiors should have a complete understanding of the subjects, 2that by
means of this knowledge they may be able to direct and govern them bet-
ter, and while caring for them guide them better into the paths of the
Lord.

[92] 35. 'Likewise, the more thoroughly they are aware of the interior and
exterior affairs of their subjects, with so much greater diligence, love, and
care will they be able to help the subjects and to guard their souls from
the various difficulties and dangers which might occur later on. L ater, in
conformity with our profession and manner of proceeding, we must
always be ready to travel about in various parts of the world, on all occa-
sions when the supreme pontiff or our immediate superior orders us.
*Therefore, to proceed without error in such missions, or in sending some
persons and not others, or some for one task and others for different ones,
‘it isnot only highly but even supremely important that the superior have
complete knowledge of the inclinations and motions of those who arein
his charge, and to what defects or sins they have been or are more moved
and inclined; ®*so that thus he may direct them better, without placing
them beyond the measure of their capacity in dangers or labors greater
than they could in our Lord endure with a spirit of love; *and also so that
the superior, while keeping to himself what he learns in secret, may be
better able to organize and arrange what is expedient for the whole body
of the Society.

[93] 36. '"Wherefore, whoever wishes to follow this Society in our Lord or
to remain in it for his greater glory must be obliged to the following.
Before he enters the first probation or after entering it, before his going
through the general examination or some months later (if postponement
should seem wise to the superior), %in {confession}* or in secret or in
another manner which may be more pleasing or spiritually consoling to
him, he must manifest his conscience with great humility, transparency,
and charity,®™ without concealing anything which is offensive to the Lord
of all men. ®*He must give an account of his whole past life, or at least of
the more essential matters, to him who is the superior of the Society, or to
the one whom he assigns to the candidate from among the superiors or
subjects, according to what he thinks best, “so that everything may be
provided for better in the Lord, to the greater spiritual help of each
one with the more copious grace of God for the greater glory of hisdivine
Goodness.

59 (In regard to making the manifestation of conscience in confession: see note
4to [551].)
59 (See CN 155.)
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[94] 37.'The candidates, proceeding thus with an increase of grace and
spirit and with wholehearted desires to enter this Society and persevere
in it for their entire lives, will do the same thing on various other occa-
sions, 2until those who are to be professed make their profession and
those who hope to be formed coadjutors take their vows, in the following
manner.

[95] 38.'After one of the candidates has for the first time given an entire
account of hislife to the superior of the house, he should begin from that
same day and, without repeating the past manifestation which he then
made, give a second account of his life for the following six months or a
little more or less, to the same superior or to another whom he has
appointed. *Afterwards, beginning with this second and proceeding in the
same manner, every half year he will give a similar account. *The last one
will be given thirty days or alittle more or less before those who are to be
professed make their profession and the coadjutors take their vows.

[96] 39. 'The scholastics will proceed in the same manner except that in
the first account which they will give after completing their studies, they
will begin from the last which they gave in the house from which they
were sent to their studies. ?Or, if for some reason they have never given
the account of their whole life, they will do so.

[97] 40. ‘Thus also it seems that the formed coadjutors and professed,
when they find themselvesin a place where they are under obedience to
a superior of the Society, should give him an account of their conscience
every year, or more often if the superior thinks they ought to, in the man-
ner stated and commencing from the last which they gave, and so forth.

[98] 41.'A candidate who thinks that God our Lord gives him courage
and strength in regard to all that has been said, and who judges his incor-
poration into this Society to be conducive to the greater divine glory and
more salutary for his own conscience, ought to see the bulls and
Constitutions and all the rest which pertain to the Society’s Institute, in
the beginning and afterwards every six months, as was stated above [18].
°In addition to this, he ought to make a general confession of his whole
past life to a priest {whom the superior appoints for him,}*@ because of
the many benefits which this entails.

54 Abolished by CIC 630, 81. (“Superiors are to recognize the due freedom
of their members concerning the sacrament of penance...”; and CCEO 473, 82, 3°,
and 474, 82))
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“But if he has made such a general confession to someone of the
Society on another occasion, for example, while making the Exercises or
even without making them, it will suffice for him to begin the general
confession from the other one and proceed to the point where he is; *and
afterwards he should receive the most holy body of Christ our Lord. °In
this same way, he will continue to make a general confession in the man-
ner stated, every six months beginning from the last, thus procuring a
continuous increase of integrity and virtues and intense desires in our
Lord to give great service in this Society to his Divine M ajesty.

®When he has completed the two years of probation, and shown him-
self always obedient and edifying in his association with others and in
various tests, *and has with great humility performed the penances which
will be imposed on him for his errors and negligences or defects; *and
when he and the Society or the superior of the house are content, he may
be incorporated into the Society. *He should previously consider the bulls
and Constitutions and make the general confession, as was stated above,
2recollecting himself for a period of one week in order to make the con-
fession better and to confirm himself in his first determination; during
this week he should make some Exercises, either his previous ones or
others. “Afterwards he will make his oblation and vows, either the
solemn vows in the case of the professed or the simple vows in that of
the coadjutors and scholastics,™ in the manner which will be explained
later in the Constitutions [524-46], for the greater divine glory and greater
profit of his own soul.

[99] 42.'They should be advised that after they have taken the aforemen-
tioned vows, accor ding to the content of the bullsthey may not transfer
to other religious institutes unless the superior of the Society grants
permission.®™

[100] 43. *However, when the time of the probation has elapsed, if the
candidate is content and desires to be admitted thus as a professed or a
coadjutor ® or ascholastic, but if there is doubt on the part of the Society
about histalent or conduct, %t will be safer to have him wait another year,
or whatever time will seem wise later on, until both parties are content
and satisfied in our Lord.

34 Modified by CN 6, 82; 119. (At the end of the novitiate all take the first
vows. For final vows at least ten complete years must have been spent in the
Society.)

54 (See CIC 684; CCEO 487-88.)

I (See note 53 to [98].)
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[101] 44. ‘It islikewise very important to bring to the attention of those
who are being examined, emphasizing it and giving it great weight in the
sight of our Creator and Lord, to how great a degree it helps and profits
in the spiritual life to abhor in its totality and not in part whatever the
world loves and embraces, and to accept and desire with all possible ener-
gy whatever Christ our Lord has loved and embraced. 2Just as the men of
the world who follow the world love and seek with such great diligence
honors, fame, and esteem for a great name on earth, as the world teaches
them, *so those who proceed spiritually and truly follow Christ our Lord
love and intensely desire everything opposite. That is to say, they desire
to clothe themselves with the same garb and uniform of their Lord
because of the love and reverence owed to him, “to such an extent that
where there would be no offense to his Divine Majesty and no imputation
of sin to the neighbor, they desire to suffer injuries, false accusations, and
affronts, and to be held and esteemed as fools (but without their giving
any occasion for this), *because of their desire to resemble and imitate in
some manner our Creator and Lord Jesus Christ, by putting on his garb
and uniform, since it was for our spiritual profit that he clothed himself
as he did. ®For he gave us an example that in all things possible to uswe
might seek, with the aid of his grace, to imitate and follow him, since he
is the way which leads men to life. "Therefore the candidate should be
asked whether he finds himself with such desires, which are so salutary
and fruitful for the perfection of his soul.

[102] 45. "Where through human weakness and personal misery the can-
didate does not experience in himself such ardent desiresin our Lord, he
should be asked whether he has any desires to experience them. 4f he
answers affirmatively that he does wish to have such holy desires, then,
so that he may the better reach them in fact, *he should be questioned fur-
ther: Is he determined and ready to accept and suffer with patience, with
the help of God’s grace, any such injuries, mockeries, and affronts entailed
by the wearing of thisuniform of Christ our Lord, and any other affronts
offered him, ‘whether by someone inside the house or the Society (where
he desires to obey, abase himself, and gain eternal life) or outside it by any
persons whatsoever on earth, returning them not evil for evil but good for
evil?

[103] 46. ‘'The better to arrive at this degree of perfection which is so pre-
cious in the spiritual life, *his chief and most earnest endeavor should be
to seek in our Lord his greater abnegation and continual mortification in
al things possible; *and our endeavor should be to help him in those things
to the extent that our Lord gives us his grace, for his greater praise and glory.



Paragraphs [101-110] 47
CHAPTERS

'‘ANOTHER EXAMEN, SOMEWHAT MORE PARTICULARIZED,
FOR THE EDUCATED, SPIRITUAL COADMJTORS, AND
SCHOLASTICS

[104] 1.2So that better knowledge and understanding of these candidates
may be gained, these questions should be put to each one. Where did he
study? In which faculty? What authors and what doctrine? How long? In
his own opinion, how has he progressed? And especially, what facility has
hein the Latin language?

[105] 2. *Has he received a degree in the liberal arts, or in theology, or
canon law, or another faculty?

[106] 3.'Does he think he has a memory to grasp and retain what he stud-
ies??Does he think that hisintellect enables him to penetrate quickly and
well what he studies? *Does he find in himself anatural or voluntary incli-
nation to studies?

[107] 4.'Does he think that the study was injurious to his bodily health?
Does he feel that he has the spiritual and bodily strength to bear the
labors required in the Society, whether it be in studies during their time
or in the Lord’s vineyard when the time comesto work in it?

[108] 5.'f heisapriest, has he had experience in hearing confessions, or
preaching, or other means of helping his neighbor?

[109] 6. 'To fulfill the function of sowing and dispensing the divine word
and of attending to the spiritual aid of the neighbors, it is expedient to
possess a sufficiency of sound learning; Zand for the students too to give a
proof of their progress in what they have studied. Therefore all will be
examined through their delivering a lecture about each branch of learn-
ing which they have studied;® and afterwards before leaving the first
probation, and later upon entrance into the second if so ordered, each one
will deliver an exhortation, aswill be seen later.

[110] 7.'Likewise, when acandidate is a priest, or when he becomes one,
he should be advised that he should not hear confessions inside or

B¢ (See note 22 to [198].)
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outside the house®™ or administer any sacraments, >without his undergo-
ing special trial, rendering edification, and being given permission from
his superior, during all the time of his probation. *Neither ought he to cel-
ebrate in public before he has done so privately before one or several
members of the house. {He should also be told to conform his manner
of saying M ass to that of the Society’s members among whom heisliv-
ing}*® and to the edification of those who are to hear him.

[111] 8.'For a greater humility and perfection of the educated, the spiri-
tual coadjutors, and the scholastics, %f there should be a doubt as to
whether one of those who will enter the Society is suitable to make pro-
fession or to become a spiritual coadjutor or a scholastic in it, the follow-
ing should be done. *0On the premise that it is much better and more per-
fect that he let himself be judged and governed by the Society, since the
Society will know no less than he what is required to live in it; “and also
that greater humility and perfection will be imputed to him and he will
show agreater love and confidence toward those who are to govern him,
*he ought to be asked whether he will leave his own opinion and judg-
ment in the hands of the Society or its superior, ¢in order to do that which
the superior will tell him, "that is, become either a member of the Society
which is thus professed and bound to the vicar of Christ our Lord, or a
coadjutor in it, or a scholastic carrying on his studiesin it.™

®He should be interrogated further as follows. If the superior should
wish to keep him perpetually only as a coadjutor in the external affairs of
the Society (as one occupied with the salvation of his own soul), is he
ready to be employed in low and humble offices °*and to spend all the days
of his life for the benefit and aid of the Society, believing that by serving
it heis serving his Creator and Lord and doing all things for the love and
reverence due to him?

CHAPTERG

'ANOTHER EXAMEN, FOR COADMTORSALONE

[112] 1. °To give a better understanding to each one of these coadjutors,
what was touched on earlier should be further explained, namely, that

57 (See CN 90.)

BIAbolished by GC 34. (The manner of celebrating Mass in the Society does
not differ from that of other priests; see note 23 to [401].)

59 (See note 53 to [98].)
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both spiritual coadjutors and temporal coadjutors are received into this
Society. *The spiritual coadjutors are priests™ and possess a sufficiency
of learning to help in spiritual matters. “The temporal coadjutors do not
receive sacred order $* and, whether they possesslearning or not,™ can
help in the necessary exterior matters.'™

[113] 2. It is more characteristic of the spiritual coadjutors to aid the
Society by hearing confessions, giving exhortations, and teaching
Christian doctrine or other branches of study. The same favors may be
given to them as to the professed for the aid of souls.

[114] 3. 't is more characteristic of the temporal coadjutors to exercise
themselves in all the low and humble services which are enjoined upon
them, although they may be employed in more important matters in
accordance with the talent God may have given them. *They should
believe that by helping the Society in order that it may the better attend to
the salvation of souls, they are serving the same Lord of all, since they are
doing this out of love and reverence for him. *They ought therefore to be
prompt in carrying out the tasks given to them thoroughly and with all
possible humility and charity. “By this they both obtain their own full
share and partake in all the good works which God our Lord deigns to
accomplish through the entire Society for his greater service and praise,
as also in the indulgences and privileges granted by the Apostolic See to
the professed for the good of their souls.

[115] 4. 'Even so, in their spiritual conversations they should strive to
obtain the greater interior progress of their neighbor, to show what they
know, and to stimulate those whom they can to do good, inasmuch as our
Lord has given care of his neighbor to everyone [Ecclus. 17:12].

[116] 5. If someone has been instructed and examined to become a spir-
itual coadjutor (devoting himself to the spiritual matters which are appro-
priate and suitable to his first vocation), 2he ought not to seek, directly or
indirectly, through himself or someone else, to urge or attempt any
change from his first vocation to another, namely, from that of a spiritual

1% (Scholastics who are ordained permanent deacons by way of exception
may be admitted to the grade of spiritual coadjutor; see CN 124.)

¥ (There may be temporal coadjutors who are promoted to the permanent
diaconate; see CN 124.)

4 (See CN 81, 83; 83, §3; 98; 243, 82.)

4 (See CN 6.)
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coadjutor to that of a professed or scholastic®™ or temporal coadjutor.
]Instead, with all humility and obedience, he should continue traveling
along the same path which had been shown to him by the One who
knows no change and in whom no change is possible.

[117] 6.'n the same manner, if someone has been examined and trained
to become a temporal coadjutor (devoting himself in everything to the
things which are appropriate and suitable to his first vocation), *he ought
not to seek in one way or another to pass from the grade of temporal coad-
jutor to that of a spiritual coadjutor or a scholastic or a professed. {Neither
ought he, even if he does remain in the same grade, to seek more learn-
ing than he had when he entered.}* °But he ought with much humility
to perseverein giving service in everything to his Creator and Lord in his
first vocation and to endeavor to grow in the abnegation of himself and
in the pursuit of genuine virtues.

[118] 7. *such coadjutors should also be asked whether, as something
characteristic of their vocation, they will be content and at peace to serve
their Creator and Lord in low and humble offices and ministries, of what-
ever kind they may be, for the benefit of the house and the Society; and
whether they will be ready to spend all the days of their lives in those
occupations, %believing that in this they are serving and praising their
Creator and Lord, by doing all things for his divine love and reverence.

[119] 8. 'All the coadjutors, spiritual as well as temporal, after passing
through two years of experiences and probations, and one year more if
they have been scholastics® (as was explained before [16, 71]), if they
wish to remain in the Society and the Society or its superior is satisfied,
must, in conformity with the bull of dulius Ill, make their oblation of
three vows®™ (public though not solemn) of obedience, poverty, and
chastity, as was said in the beginning. *From then on they remain as
formed coadjutors, either spiritual or temporal, “in such a way that on
their side they are perpetually obliged to live and die in our Lord in and
with this Society, for the greater glory of the Divine Majesty and for their
own greater merit and stability [A].’Nevertheless the Society or its supe-
rior (who ought to care for the common good) may, when it is evident

% (See CN 6, 82: no one is now admitted as a spiritual coadjutor who
has not previously been an approved scholastic.)

1 Abolished by CN 81, §3; 83, 83; 98; 243, 82.

%8 (See note 8 to [514].)

57 (See note 53 to [98].)
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that no help is obtained from them for the greater service of God, but
rather the opposite, dismiss them and remove them from its communi-
ty,*® the persons remaining from that time free in every respect and with-
out the obligation of any vow.

[120] A. *Ther being bound on ther own sideis good, sincether stahility is
what is beng sought; 2and (as appears in the apostalic bull) it is not unjust for
the Society to befreeto dismiss them when their remaining in it is not expedi-
ent. *For in that case they remain free; “and an individual can more readily fail to
do what he ought than the Society or its general, who alone will be ableto dis-
miss; *and he ought not to do it without quite abundant grounds, as will be seen
in Part 1l of the Constitutions.

CHAPTER 7

'ANOTHER EXAMEN FOR SCHOLASTICS: FIRST,
BEFORE THEIRADMISSION TO STUDIES [A]

[121] 1. *When the scholastics have passed through the aforementioned
experiences and probations, if they judge it good to study in the colleges
or houses of the Society, so as to be maintained in them in the Lord of all
men, and if the Society or its superior is likewise satisfied with them, *for
their greater merit and stability they must, either before they go to their
studies or when they arein them, pronounce the simple vows of pover-
ty, chastity, and obedience, “along with the promise to God our L ord that
upon completing their studies they will enter the Society, understanding
by entrance making profession or becoming formed coadjutors in it
should it be willing to admit them. *From that time on they will be con-
sidered approved scholastics of the Society. °The said Society remains free
and does not oblige itself to admit them either to profession or as formed
coadjutors if they have made a poor showing during their studies and if
its superior should judge that their admission would not be a service to
God our Lord. “In such a case they are freed from their vows.

[122] A. 'This examen, aswell as the one above, is given nat only to those
who are sent to their studies for thefirst time, but also to those who are

%8 (See note 6 to [208].)
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continuing them, when they cometo the houseto transfer el sewhere.!®

[123] 2.'If at some time during the studies those who have shown greater
inclination toward studies than for any other ministry in the Society give
a proof or clear indication in regard to themselves, 2whereby the Society
or its superior judges that, through lack of ability, experience of ill
health, or other deficiencies,™ they are not suited to succeed in studies,
they should be asked whether they will accept with patience being dis-
missed, with freedom from all past promises.

[124] 3.'*Onewho isfound sufficiently capable for the studies should be
asked whether he will allow himself to be directed in regard to what he
should study, and how, and how long, according to what will seem best
to the Society, or its superior, or to the superior of the college where he
will study.

[125] 4.*'Will he be content to live in the same manner as the others, with-
out seeking any more superiority or advantage than the least of those liv-
ing in the college, and leaving the concern for his well-being entirely to its
superior?

[126] 5. 'Is he determined, when his studies and probations are complet-
ed, to enter the Society in order to live and die in it for the greater glory
of God?

[127] 6.*'When he has been thus examined and instructed, he may begin
to get himself ready to go to his studies or to continue them. Likewise, he
should prepare himself to undergo various other experiences and proba
tions during the studies. *{If for some legitimate reasons and in view of
some good purposes he has not gone through these experiences before
he went to his studies, after completing them he must undergo all the
experiences and probations explained above.™

9 Modified by CN 26, 31. (The examen is now given before entrance and
during thefirst probation.)

[ (See notes 9 to [212] and 10 to [216].)

™ Abolished by CN 46. (See note 44 to [71]: the probations and experiments
now take place in the novitiate.)
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'FORTHOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETED THEIR STUDIES

[128] 7. *The scholastics who have completed their studies, before they
enter the Society or any of its houses to be admitted into it for total obe-
dience and complete common living in our Lord, should be asked in gen-
era *whether they remain firm in their determination, vows, and promise
which they made to God our Lord before they went to their studies, or
during the studiesif they had been received in the colleges.

[129] 8.'Likewise, they should be questioned and examined in detail by
means of the same questions and examen fir st used befor e they went to
their studies.” The purpose is that the superiors may have a fresher
memory and knowledge of the scholastics, and also better and more com-
pletely know their firmness and constancy, or any change if one occurred
in the matters which were first asked and affirmed.

CHAPTER 8

'ANOTHER EXAMEN, FORTHOSE STILL INDIFFERENT

[130] 1.2For a better understanding of a candidate who is to be examined
asone still indifferent, so that both sides may proceed with greater knowl-
edge and clarity in our Lord, *he will receive thisinstruction and advice.
At no time and in no way may he or should he seek or try to obtain, direct-
ly or indirectly, one grade rather than another in the Society [A], that of a
professed or a spiritual coadjutor rather than a temporal coadjutor or a
scholastic. “‘But yielding to complete humility and obedience, he ought to
leave all the concern about himself, and about the office or grade for
which he should be chosen, to his Creator and Lord and, in his name and
for hisdivine love and reverence, to the same Society and its superior.

[131] A. *However, when something occurs constantly to these candidates as
being conducive to the greater glory of God our Lord they may after prayer, pro-
pose the matter simply to the superior and leave it entirely to his judgment, with-
out seeking anything more theregfter.

[132] 2. *After he has been thus advised, he will be asked whether he
finds himself entirely indifferent, content, and ready to serve his Creator

[ (See CN 26, 31: the examen now takes place before entrance and during
first probation.)
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and Lord in whatever office or ministry to which the Society or its supe-
rior will assign him.

2L ikewise this question should be put to him. If the Society or its supe-
rior desires to keep him always only for low and humble offices (in which
he devotes himself to the salvation of his own soul), ®is he ready to spend
all the days of hislifein such low and humble offices, for the benefit and
service of the Society “in the conviction that by this heis serving and prais-
ing his Creator and Lord and doing all things for his divine love and rev-
erence?

[133] 3. !If heisthus entirely satisfied in our Lord with all that has been
said, he can be instructed and examined about the remaining matters by
means of some or all of the aforementioned examens as may be found
more expedient. ?The aim is that both sides may be content and satisfied
while proceeding with greater clarity in everything, while all things are
being directed and ordered toward greater service and praise of God our
Lord.
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I1-BTHE CONSTITUTIONSOF THE SOCIETY
OF ESUSAND THEIR DECLARATIONS

'‘PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTIONS

[134] 1. *Although God our Creator and Lord is the one who in his
Supreme Wisdom and Goodness must preserve, direct, and carry forward
in hisdivine service thisleast Society of Jesus, just as he deigned to begin
it; *and although on our own part what helps most toward this end must
be, more than any exterior constitution, the interior law of charity and
love which the Holy Spirit writes and imprints upon hearts; ‘“neverthel ess,
since the gentle disposition of Divine Providence requires cooperation
from his creatures, and since too the vicar of Christ our Lord has ordered
this, and since the examples given by the saints and reason itself teach us
so in our Lord, *we think it necessary that constitutions should be written
to aid us to proceed better, in conformity with our Institute, along the
path of divine service on which we have entered.

[135] 2. *Moreover, while the consideration which comes first and has
more weight in the order of our intention regards the body of the Society
as a whole, whose unity, good government, and preservation in well-
being for the greater divine glory are primarily in view, “nevertheless,
inasmuch as this body is made up of its members, and what occurs first
in the order of execution pertains to the individual members, in regard to
their admission, progress, and distribution into the vineyard of Christ our
Lord, %t is from this consideration that we shall begin, with the help
which the Eternal Light will deign to communicate to us for his own
honor and praise.

'‘PREAMBLE TO THE DECLARATIONSAND
OBSERVATIONSABOUT THE CONSTITUTIONS

[136J2The purpose of the Constitutionsis to aid the body of the Society as a whole
and itsindividual members toward their preservation and increase for the divine

For the structural and typographical arrangement of the Constitutions and
Norms, see pages vii-viii and 19.
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glory and the good of the universal Church; °they ought therefore, besides being
singly and as a whole conducive to the purpose just stated, to possess three char-
acterigtics:

“First, they should be complete to providefor all cases asfar as possible

Second, they should be dear, to giveless occasion for scruples.

SThird, they should be brief, as far as the compleeness and darity alow, to
makeit possibletoretain them in the memory.

"For the better redlization of these three characteristics, the more universa
and summary Constitutions will be presented in a handier form, so that they may
be observed inside and shown to externs when that is expedient. ®But in addition
to them, we have thought it wisein our Lord to compose also these Declarations
and observations. They possess the same binding force as the other Constitutions,
and can give more detailed instruction to those who have charge of the other mem-
bers about some matters which the brevity and universality of the other
Constitutions | eft less clear. °The Constitutions and the Declarations both treat of
matters which are unchangeable and ought to be observed universaly: but they
must be supplemented by other ordinances which can be adapted to the times,
places, and personsin different houses, colleges, and employments of the Society,
although uniformity ought to beretained among al the members as far as possi-
ble. “These ordinances or ruleswill not be treated here, except by remarking that
everyone ought to observe them when in a place where they are observed, accord-
ing to thewill of whoever may be his superior.

“To return now to the subject matter trested here the order of these
Declarations will correspond to that of the Constitutions, part for part and chap-
ter for chapter, whenever something in a chapter needs to be explained. *Thiswill
beindicated by aletter in the margin of the Constitutions, and corresponding to
thiswill bethe sameletter in thetext of the Declarations. Thus we shall procesd
in an orderly fashion, with the hep of him who as the Most Perfect and Infinite
Wisdom is the beginning of al order.

'‘DECLARATIONSON THE PREAMBLE

[137] A. At isusually good, especialy in the order of practice, to proceed from
the less to the more perfect: for what isfirst in the order of execution islast in the
order of consideration, since such planning first considers the end and then
descends to the means to attain it. *Accordingly, we shall organize all the fol-
lowing Constitutions under ten principal parts:

“Part |. The admission to probation for those who desire to follow our
Institute.

*Part Il. Thedismissal of thase who do not seem suitablefor it.

*Part I11. The care of those who remain and the fostering of their progressin
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the spiritual lifeand in thevirtues.

"Part IV. Theinstruction in learning and other means of heping the neigh-
bor for those who have made progress in the spiritual lifeand virtue

®Part V. The incorporation into the Socigty of thase who have been thus
instructed.

°Part VI. What those who have been incorporated must observein regard to
themselves.

Part VII. What should be observed in regard to our neighbors, when the
workers are distributed and employed in thevineyard of Christ our Lord.

"Part VIII. What pertains to kegping those thus distributed united with one
another and with ther head.

2Part IX. What pertains to the head and to the government
which descends from him to the body.

BpPart X. What pertains in general to the preservation and in-
crease of theentire body of this Society in itswdl-bang.

“This is the order which we shall fdlow in the Constitutions and the
Dedlarations, looking to the end which we all sek, the glory and praise of God
our Creator and Lord.

NORMS
PREAMBLE

THE MISSION AND IDENTITY
OF THE SOCIETY AND ITS INSTITUTE

SECTION 1
THESE COMPLEMENTARY NORMS OF THE CONSTITUTIONS
OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS AS AN EXPRESSION
OF ITS CHARACTER AND CHARISM

1. The Society of Jesus intends always to take a very
close look at its own nature and mission, in order that,
faithful to its own vocation, it can renew itself and adapt
its life and its activities to the exigencies of the Church
and the needs of the men and women of our times,
according to its proper character and charism.™

B CG 31, d. 1, no. 2.
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2 81, The character and charism of the Society of
Jesus arise from the Spiritual Exercises which our holy
father Ignatius and his companions went through. Led by
this experience, they formed an apostolic group rooted in
charity, in which, after they had taken the vows of chasti-
ty and poverty and had been raised to the priesthood,
they offered themselves as a holocaust to God," so that
serving as soldiers of God beneath the banner of the
cross and serving the Lord alone and the Church his
spouse under the Roman Pontiff, the vicar of Christ on
earth,” they would be sent into the entire world™ for “the
defense and propagation of the faith and for the progress
of souls in Christian life and doctrine.!

§2. The distinguishing mark of our Society, then, is
that it is at one and the same time a companionship that
is religious, apostolic, sacerdotal,” and bound to the
Roman Pontiff by a special bond of love and service.™

3 These original and substantial elements of the iden-
tity and mission of the Society are contained in the
Formulas of the Institute and declared in the Constitu-
tions of the Society of Jesus.®

4  81. According to these documents, explained by
later general congregations, the mission of the Society
consists in this, that as servants of Christ’s universal mis-
sion in the Church and in the world of today® we may
procure that integral salvation in Jesus Christ which is
begun in this life and will be brought to its fulfillment in
the life to come.™ Therefore the mission of the Society

I See “Deliberation of the First Fathers” (a. 1539), MHSI,
Mon. Ign., Const., I, 2.

Bl See Fl no. 1.

¥ GC31, d. 1, no. 2.

Bl Fl no.1.

l See GC 34, d. 6, especially no. 8.

1 See GC 32, d. 2, no. 24; see Paul VI, “Allocution to the
Fathers of GC 32,” December 3, 1974.

® Fl nos. 2, 9; see CollDecr d. 12 (GC 31, d. 4, no. 3).

¥ GC 34, d. 1, no. 8.

1 GC 33, d. 1, no. 34.
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today is defined as t